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STATEMENT OF FACTS, 
- RELATIVE ro 


| as STEPHEN KEMBLE. 


i. 
\ 


: infer to the various oublicatiti ob. 
truded upon the world by Mr Stephen Kem- 
ble, aſſuming to himſelf the epithets of libe- 

rality and candour towards me, my only reply 


prove, in due time, that he merited the reverſe 
of both. My intention is not, .gply to make 
known the ſecret ſprings of the tranſactions 
' . _ | that have occurred during the months that Mr 
Kemble has been in Edinburgh, but to lay 
open and explain circumſtances, for thirty years 
back, at. which period I became a ſervant of 5 
the public of this city. But in preparing that _ 
work, I find it will be ſome weeks yet before 
it can be complete; and as prejudices are ſcat- 
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was, that I pledged myſelf to the public, to 
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tirely to the Dean of r. ri 2 2 ae: 


„ 


nd Law, and daily taking root, . & * 
void of all foundation, or totally ſubverſive of 
fact, Ithink it neceflary to "uy before the pub- 
lic, a ſeparate ſtatement of thoſe tranſactions 
only in which my own and Mr Kemble's con- 
| duct ſtand ee. 


+ CONSENTED a 6 Mr Kemble ſhould 


have a joint and an equal concern with me in 
the . of Edinburgh and Glaſgow, for 
a year. Miſſives were exchanged, of which 
| the hog e — 


\ 


wy Kiba November 2. 2791 1. 
« I; HEREBY agree to your e joint 


* 


f and equal concern with me in the Edin 
burgh Theatre, for a year from this date, and 
authorize you: to take the leaſe at the ſale to- 
day; and oblige myſelf to procure ſatisfactory 
' ſecurity for half of the rent; the receipts to be 
equally divided weekly. After the leaſe is ta- 
ken, we ſhall enter into a regular agreement 


on ſtamped paper; and if any difficulty. occurs 


in adjuſting the ſame, or afterwards in rela- 


tion to.the buſineſs, - it ſhall be referred en- 


* Ir 


3 


* 


3 3. 


« Te you lickne you mall be Sititle to 


the ſame ſhare in time coming, I having the 
ke option of holding alſo a joint concern. 
IJ am, Sir, | Fo 

| „„ humble ſervant, 

G 

Mr Stephen Kent. 


ELT Edinburgh, November 2.1791. 


SIR, 


„ I HEREBY agrees to your propoſal in your 
letter of this day's date; and to extend a re- 
505 ar deed on ſtamped paper accordingly. 


1 am, 
Tour obedient ſevant, 
S. KEM BLE.“ 


* + 
* 
10 Techn. Fro lf (EF 5 | „ 
rt | 


on was tk has if the leaſe was PER 
both our names ſhould be inſerted. It was 


accordingly taken by Mr Kemble, but in 


his own name only. This ought to have given 


me alarm; but I was lulled into ſecurity by 


; be ſpeciouſneſs of his profeſſions to me, ig- 


norant, as I then was, of thoſe aſſertions of ſo 


different a tendency, he was at the ſame time 
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Tux very evening after the he was s over 
Mir Kemble was heard to declare, I have 2 
« greed to receive Mr Jackſon as a partner, 1 
« becauſe I thought I might be hampered 
e < with his claim upon the patent. But though 
I have admitted him apparently, I have vir- 
s tually excluded him: For he is to give ſecu- 
& rity, and I will accept of no ſecurity but 
« ſuch as I Enowgit is not in bis power to give. 
lt ſhall be landed property, or money down ; 
e and that not only to the extent of the rent 
KS £9 BY J and public burdens, but to any ſuppoſed 
= - pant for contingent loſs,” “ ws 
| On 3 at ow hon; the following | 
morning, our future arrangements were ad- : 7 \ 
juſted, and every precaution that could be = 
ſiuggeſted by either party was taken, towards 
> | the eſtabliſhment of a permanent 4 good 
—_ - b ee e OT i 
- EY, Tur ls of 3 on my „ade was 1 
=_ ded. The engagements that had been previ- 
ouſly entered into by me, were explained; 
and their ſalaries and ſituations, both actors 
— ed. The painting. of he 
ſcenery, 
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. 8 November 5 -1791- 


7 N 3 ; 
* 3 1 


< 2 5 
ſcenery, and neceſſary repairs of the Theatre 


were adjuſted. The box which I had poſſeſ- 


ſed for ten years was to be reſerved for me; 
another of the ſame dimenſions, and in the 
ſame ſituation, on the oppoſite ſide of the 
houſe, was to be fitted up for Mr Kemble ; 
and the management of the company, behind ; 
the curtain, was to be undertaken by 12 80 — 


l Mr Kemble's A eee for Shef⸗ 
ſield, he deſired to know to which of us letters 
or applications from performers, for engage 
ments, ſhould be addreſſed. I informed him, 
that I was going into Wales, upon buſineſs; 
and that I wiſhed, for a time, till my other 
matters were arranged, to be relieved, as much 
as poſſible, from managerial cares: I there- 
fore propoſed, that all letters ſhould be ad- 
dreſſed to him. It was conſequently fo 15. 
ſerted u in the next mas e 


| Dis; this e n of our affairs, 
Mr Kemble's expreſſions were apparently ſo _ 
friendly, his claims to philanthropy ſo ſtrong, 
and his profeſſions of candour and [iberality fo 
bi 8 chat 1 muſt confeſs W.. 


* Saturday, November $+ 


"Coy 


at 1 thrown off my guard. Had 
1 not obviouſly been under the power of faſ⸗ 
cination, I ſhould have faid, with Sir Oliver 


8 e, 


« j 


3 5 ; Too cxremonious by e i 


"Warn he boaſted X his magnificent ne. Io 

ry, -that was to be brought for our mutual ' | J 
ie, with no other expence but the carriage 

when he magnified the vaſt advantages that 7 

muſt accrue from the exertions of the end- 

ib, as well as the acting, of his brother, Mr 

John Kemble, who, he undertook, ſhould open f } 
the houſe; and when he dwelt upon the influ- | | 
ence of his ſiſter's connections and attraction, 
could 1 ſuſpect that they were thus enume- 


= rated, without the leaſt intention of my being ? 
admitted to the ſmalleſt Par CIA of ads 
= . e He 5 


. ON the next day but one, Saturday No- 

2 vember 5. at Mr Halhon's, after dinner, and 
previous to Mr Kemble's ſtepping into the 
mail coach, the farce was re- enacted. There 
the maſk of friendſhip was bickly worn: Cor- 

=— duality, peace, and good fellowſhip, were to be 

—_ - the charaQeriſtics of our future union. Mr 

—_— SPY Jackſon * " 


WH N N 1 
7 "RW 


N 
Jackſon and Mr Kemble were to be equal and 


the ſame; equal in ſalaries, equal in benefits: 
and in order to provide for contingencies, 


eight pounds a-week each, was to he taken out, 
o make the pot boil, as Mr Kemble termed it. 
His rich wardrobe was to be joined gratis 
with that of mine; and other advantages, re- 

TG hag Tre e were e ; 


Wiizx c purport of this diſcourſe hall 


be compared with his declaration the even- 
ing after the ſale, can the word candour, with 
propriety, be aſſumed by Mr Kemble? 


— 


Havi NG thus parted with my ſo appa- 


rently open-hearted colleague, not dreaming 
of the moſt diſtant poſſibility of any miſ- 


underſtanding ariſing betwixt us, what muſt 


have been my aſtoniſhment, on his declara- 


tion to me, and his inſtructions to Mr Biſſet, 
tranfmitted from Sheffield? In his letters 
from thence*, he declares, « I am directed 
by my friends not to accept of any ſecurity, 
. ſuch as Mr Gibſon ſhall think ſufficient, 

=4 and 


„„ | | * HSE > 
* To Andrew Biſſet, November 27. 
To J. Jackſon, December 3. 


cn) 


And ſuch as he ill himſelf immediately accept 
and all this muſt be done prior to the open: | | 
5 ing of the Theatre, or all agreements betwixt 
= you and me muſt become void. The ſecu- 
B rity muſt be either the money down, or elſe | 
4 mortgage of property or eftate*.” ” 1 his 


oo \ inſtruQtions to Mr Biſſet, November 27. he 
3 = Fin, 4 ] will not conſent to their} having free 
. 13 - benefits ; I ſhall inſiſt upon their paying the 
utltſual expences; but I demand a /7ce benejit 
. f i for Mrs Kemble ;” although in the contract 


Aran up by Mr Biſſet, was inſerted by his 

ES own order, November 5. It being hereby un- 

- derſtood and agreed on by the parties, that 
they ſhall be reſpectively entitled to the ſum 

of L. 8 Sterling per week, of ſalary, for them- 
=» _ ſelves, Mrs Kemble, and Mrs - Jackſon, and a 
"82 free benefit to each of the fad four named 
perſons,” 5 c 


Ii is left to Mr Kemble ts webncile £2 
two contradictory orders, and to point out 
the af of his 2 infirudion. * 


; . | Thar 
| 8 Thanny med be had ed the exing fic the rn, | 
* mma Page + ©. = 


tend Mes ha. 


e . * 1 | x | a E 
of A W 90 9 
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6 
Tuar Mr Kemble clearly and pointedly 
agreed to accept of the ſecurity I offered, the 
only one, in my then ſituation, I could offer, 
is proved by the ſcroll of the contract, drawn 
out at his own defire, and by his own man of 
buſineſs. He there pointedly inſerts as my 
ſecurity, the name of the gentleman, who he 
had previouſly concerted, ſhould be joined 
with me; and who I invariably offered to the 
arbiter, This ſcroll may be ſeen in the hands 
of the clerk to the arbitration, or a copy of it 
wich me. 


„ I 20 * Bala, in North Wales, I was in- 
formed by a letter from my agent, that a ſeroll | 
had been preſented to him, quite contrary to 

the original miſſive“, which he had on that 
account rejected; and that he had drawn our 
another, conſonant to his ideas, which he had 
delivered to Mr n. to 15 tranaitteck to 
: ey Kemble. Sa i e 
Wurn the reader recurs to che actual 


ö e of the miſſive, and Nen gee Nr. 


+ "Oe" A 
* . + DS 


» $eroll by Mr Bile, Me rah, agent. 


10 
with the conditions. of the new ſcroll, dich 
were, that Mr Kemble ſhould have © the ſole 
and uncontrolled management and direction of 5 
che Theatre, to engage and pay the perfor- 
mers, and to undertake every other duty in- 
cumbent upon a manager, without the inter- 
_ ference or aſſiſtance of the ſaid John Jackſon,” 
he will furely acknowledge, that a party in an 
agreement, whoſe miſlive poſitively expreſſes a 


Joint and equal concern, was juſtified in rejecting 
terms equally Qigraceiul and opprefiive. 


Were 9 or ſpeak Itoh; nun. 
the ſubject, the moſt far-ſtrained arguments 
can never conſtitute uncontrolled management, 
| and ow concern, ene, expreſſions. 


Is: this Nate of the buſineſs the 88 | 
opened, under the uncontrolled management 

of the man whoſe agreement with me was to 
take a joint and an equal concern. That 1 
felt the unfair advantage taken of my fitua- 


| Prejudice the public againſt me, and to eſta- 


bliſh Vir Kemble, I will not deny; but I alſo 
© knew my agreement with him would termi- 
+ 3 4 . : nate 


nate with the year; and having neither mo- 
ney nor landed property, as he too truly faid, I 
made up my mind to receive the ſum agreed 
upon, in Mr Kemble's confiderate mood, to make 
the pot boil. But no ſuch grace was intended 
for me. Myſelf, my wife, and three children, 
5 who, though not bred in luxury, had at leaſt 
been uſed to eat, were to ſeek our ſubſiſtence 
elſewhere; for Mr Kemble poſitively refuſed, 
unleſs I could compaſs impoſſibilities, name 
IV, to bring him money or land, to divide 
With me a fingle ſhilling. How in this fitua- 
tion the dreary winter muſt have paſſed over 
the heads of an infolvent family, the teeling* 
mind, and I truſt I am appealing to many 
ſuch, may gueſs; it is Bots wy owes to de. 
6 ſcribe. k 


% 


br Mr Kemble's thas arrogating to him- 
fac powers which the miſſive never ſo much 
as hinted at; and by his exerting thoſe 
' powers, even to a wantonneſs of ofpreſſion, I 
was reduced to the neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to the Dean of Faculty's interference ; 
and notwithſtanding my being rhorough- 
ly convinced of having given in the ſecurity 


** : _ agreed 


— —— — —: ͤ 2 • 


9 


(Cw) 


. upon, and that, Bona fide, in every 
ſenſe ſufficient ; yet, without allowing it to 


call in queſtion the validity of the former 
caution, in order to remove all cavils upon 
that head, I ſent in the name of a ſecond 
ſurety, equally reſponſible, and that before 
our firſt interview with the Honourable Ar- 
biter * * 


Dor this; EY every ae: 8 on my 5 
fide, to accommodate mat 5 
honourable principles, were ineffectual. No 
accommodation for me, unleſs I conſented to 


fell the birth- right of me and my family for 


te 2 meſs of pottage,” or to become © a hewer 
of wood, or a drawer of water,” beneath the 
laſh of Mr Stephen Kemble. 


to outlive the ſtorm, that, like the inhabitant 


of a barbarous coaſt, he ſmiled in ſafety up- 


on the ſhore, and enjoyed the wiſhed for 
and expected wreck, in hopes of ſharing the 


n Mr Kemble was 
pleaſed to add a We of il-mannered inſults, | 
which 


e , 

| which could ſerve for no other purpoſe but to 
ſtamp the tyrany of his oꝛon character; for I was _ 
fallen,and in his triumph he forgot both mercy 5 
and juſtice; as a proof of which, I beg to trouble 
the reader with 4 inſtances, in addition to 
others that will hereafter appear. In a conver- 
ſation which paſſed in the green- room, wherein 
my ſituation was diſcuſſed, Mr Kemble was ſo 
good as to declare, Let Mr Jackſon only ex- 
preſs to me in writing, that he has no con- 
cern with me and the Theatre, and I ſhall con- 
ſider what I ſhall do for him and his family.” 
If I would give up my hopes of ever having 
it in my power to provide for my family; 
if I would reſign a property that might enable 
me to. fulfil my compact with my creditors ; 
if I would become in the inſtant, a beggar, 
Mr Kemble would conſider what he would do 
for my family. Is there a human being who 
has a ſpark of reſpe& for himſelf, who would 
not with me, in ſuch a ſituation, turn from the 
ſelf- important Mr Kemble with contempt? 


Hap my children been reduced to the 
ſituation he apparently wiſhed, and to which 
he did all in his power to reduce them, 


| 
= - 
3 


* 


) 


what 42 could, in RR: caſe, Hs Jas fs 
them, may be gueſſed at, from a ſhort dialogue, 
which I ſhall beg leave to introduce, between | 
him and his ſervants, reſpecting me, as the | 
other inſtance of his liberality. 


ol of the few nights that I troubled the 
Theatre laſt ſeaſon, I defired the box-keeper 
to inſert my name at the door. When the 
return was delivered to him, after the play, he 
demanded to know who I was. ay ſee one : 


Na here;—who is he? 
| Deor-Keeher. Why, Mr 1 


Mr Kendl. a uach Jackſon? 1 5 
ber kee. Mr 1 ackſon of the Theatre 
Royal. ; 


* 


Mr Kenidle: Phi it, e G-4, hdr is too : 


bat to come into 225 houſe. 


"Fit alt, to the FO would no 

; doube have been trebled upon the ſon, had he 

© unfortunately ſtood in need of Mr Kemble's 
aliltance. 

Tuxsz 


i 
THESE occurrences, mere introductory 
traits of Mr Kemble's conduct and carriage 
towards me, aretrifling, when placed in com- 
pariſon with the various ſteps he thought 
proper to take in the buſineſs, as will im- 
mediately be explained, in the annexed let- 
ters to the Right Honourable the Lord Ad- 
vocate and the Dean of F aeulty. 


In Which 1 have ſtudiouſly ee | 
8 from the bottom of my ſoul, to 


66 Nothing extenuate, nor ſet down aught in malice.” 


Ax, let Mr Kemble's endeavours to ex- 
plain be what they will. facts are ſtubborn 
things, which cannot be contraverted; and 
the reader may reſt aſſured, there is not au 
aſſertion already made, or that will hereafter 
appear in this publication, relating to Mr 
: Kemble, that ſhall not be ſtubſtantiated, in 
proper time, by the moſt reſpectable and un- 
contravertible evidence, 


* 


675 
LETT ERS to hs Eon. Henry Eusxixz, 
12 Dean 1 8 


uu. Ai 18. 1, 
Sim; | 

As I have, in compliance with your requiſi- 
tion, lodged in the hands of your clerk, ſuch 
letters as relate to the engagement in queſ- 
tion; and as Mr Playfair has likewiſe offict- 
ally delivered in a minute upon the buſineſs, 


the laſt which I hope will be neceſſary, it may 


poſſibly be deemed a work of ſupereroga- 
tion for me to enter further into the ſubject. 
But where aſſertions, made by one party, un- 
der the averment of a reſpectable witneſs, are 
not to be received in evidence, becauſe de- 
nied by the other, without farther corrobora- 
ting proofs, nothing but a chain of een 
ding circumſtances, from firſt to laſt, can il- 
lucidate thoſe facts, which a point blank de- 
nial has rendered doubtful ; and as I have 
not hitherto in one inſtance acted contrary to 
oC EE 


. 
the true and juſt meaning of the miſſive, I 
think 1 it a duty, highly incumbent upon me, 
to beg leave, Sir, to lay before you a . 
ſtatement of the progreſs of the buſineſs, 
which, diveſted of proteſts, ſcrolls of con- 
tracts, memorials, and replies, may be com- 
priſed within the ſcope of your leiſure, and 
2 by that means, amidſt a preſſure of more mo- 
mentous concerns, ſtand a fairer chance of : 
gaining art leaſt a tranſient peruſal. The 
ſanction which on many occaſions, and at 
various periods, for more than twenty years, 
you have been pleaſed to honour me with, 
W ᷣ̈h aut 


AFTER ſome converſation with Mr Kem- 
ble on the ſubjeR, it was agreed that he 
ſhould be admitted to a joint and equal concern 
with me in the leaſe of the Theatre, for a year, 
provided it could be | procured ; and im- 
mediately before the ſale, it was finally re- 
ſolved upon, that Mr Kemble ſhould be the 
5 bidder, and that if it was knocked down 
to him, he ſhould then declare that the 
purchaſe of the leaſe was for himſelf and 
me conjunctly. This adjuſtment of the mat- 
ter, 28 ſtage of the buſineſs, was in com- 
Pan 


| 0 0 
pany with Mr Playfair, at my houſe. The 
leaſe for a year was obtained, but Mr Kemble 
gave in his own name only as the purchaſer. 
It did not occur to me at that moment that I 
: ſhould be liable to experience ſuch diſagree- 
able circumſtances from the omiſſion of my 
name in the leaſe, nor would I infinuate that 
it was done with any deſign by Mr Kemble, 
as his intention to throw me out of rhe 
advantages of the ſeaſon altogether did not 
ſeem to have been a part of his plan, till ſome 
time after his arrival at Sheffield“. 


As I had much buſineſs 1 to adjuſt, reſpect- 
ing my own private concerns, I conſented 
that the office of acting manager for the ſea- 
ſon, ſhould devolve upon Mr Kemble. It 
was then reſolved that the Newcaſtle Theatre 
ſhould cloſe the firſt week in January, and 
that this ſhould open upon Saturday the 7th 

of the ſame month, with Mr John Kemble in 
Hamlet, who was to perform fix nights, on the 
ſame terms as Mrs Siddons, who was likewiſe 


G — by 


* 1 was not rk i Sf Mr Kemble' S declara- 
tion, made the evening after the We. e the gone: ; 


ſee page 4. 


* . * * 
x 8 * 
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Ca) 
| _ So her health would permit. 


85 * * Mr Kemble's SIR — BR how he 


He had done it already. I told him I had at- 


enough to accompliſh it, having obtained their 
tr conſent to the meaſure. I did not at that 
Aae diſcredit the aſſertion. To all this Mr 
OW * an ear- witneſs. 


| 2 4 EA in 45 9 a A 
: 8 before the commencement of the ſeaſon, | 


iS 55 5 ing of the preſent Theatre Royal of Newcaſtle, I was in 
RR treaty with ſome of the gentlemen of that place to form a 
!iunnction with Edinburgh and Glaſgow ; but after a thorough 


- inveſtigation, I found'the meafure impracticable, as the New- 


caſtle ſeaſon is during the ſpring months, exactly at the ſame 


I can aſſert that they have * changed their ſentiments on 


bebe here in-the courſe of the 


would ſatisfy the Newcaſtle people, he replied, _ : 


tempted it*, but found it impoſſible, as they 
choſe to have their Theatre open at the ſame 
time with ours. He ſaid he had been fortunate 


RE Our pris difficulty, therefore, was to 
—_ HOI. who ould. not be engaged. 
AAA e, x Mou 


4 — [10 5 


time with that of Edinburgh; and having been lately there, 


: 4 
- that ſubjec. 


by " : 
* 
* 


Room ebuld not 4 found for Mrs Barat 


and Mr Williamſon.” In Mr Kemble's letter 


to that Gentleman, which T have in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, he gives as a reaſon for not retain- 


ing them, That he finds, upon comparing 


notes with Mr Jackſon, that fo many perfor- 


5 mers are already engaged, that he has it not 


in his power to offer ſituations deſirable to 
them, For the ſame reaſon neither Mr Hal- 


lion nor Meſſrs Charteris and oc oe could F 


be engaged. 


; . i 9 | 4 
: WrTHOUT the ſmalleſt hint to me of any in- 


' tended deviation from the forementioned plan, 


it ſoon appeared, from Mr Kemble's letters to 
others, that a ſecond company was to be for- 
med, as it was not, I prefame, upon trial, 
found ſo eaſy a matter to perſuade the town 
of Newcaſtle to permit the time of their a- 
muſements to be curtailed, in order to ſair the 
convenience of an individual. Thoſe actors, 
therefore, who had been diſcharged, or who 
could not be accommodated with ſituations 
before, were inſtantly applied to, and moſt of 
them engaged. The ſcarcity of performers on 
this emergency mult be attributed to me To 
27 at chat period in the remoteſt part of North 
5 Wales, 


* 


( 22 5. | 
Wales, ignorant 8 what was paſſing in the 
North of England, or in Edinburgh, and hap- 
py in the idea that the theatrical arrangements 
of the ſeaſon had been ſo well adjuſted. Had 

Mr Kemble informed me even then of his 
intention, I might in ſome meaſure perhaps 
have been able to have obviated the difficulty. 

1 paſſed in fight of Shrewſbury, where Mr 

Seriven and Mrs Atchmet then were; and it 
might poſſibly have been in my power to have 
per ſuaded them to have adhered to their for- 

maer intentions of viſiting Edinburgh. Nay, 1 

could have gone eaſily to Bath, have ſettled 
with Mr Wallis, and viſited any other neigh- 

bouring company, or perhaps the metropolis, 
Such was my intention, had the ſole direction 
continued with me. | 


1 
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= Mn PravT AI 's s letter to me at Bala, gave 
ö 0 me the firſt intimation of any demur to the 
15 buſineſs. He therein appriſed me of the re- 
ceipt of a ſcroll, produced by Mr Biſſet on 
the part of Mr Kemble, containing clauſes 
diametrically oppoſite to the true intent of 
the miſſive, which he knew I ſhould object 
to: That he had drawn out another, accor- 
ding to his own ideas, which he ſhould tranſ- 


. 


(29-35 
aid to Mr Kemble at Newcaſtle. Both theſe 


ſcrolls, Sir, are in your poſſeſſion, and muſt 
ſpeak for themſelves. | "Ew 


IN 955 courſe of this narrative there are ſome. 
points, Sir, on which I muſt beg leave to com- 
ment. With reſpect to Mrs Atchmet, that ſhe 
would have been here, had the management 
remained ſolely with me, I ſtill believe and 
contend for. Her reaſon for changing her in- 
tention, I have not yet had an opportunity of 
learning. Certain I am, that ſalary was 
not the bar; if it had, Iwould have given her | 
more : n Mr Kemble thought even the 2 
IL. A aweek, which I had offered her, too much. 
I ſuſpect the ſame cauſe might have operated 
with Mrs Atchmet as with Miſs Wallis. In 
a letter from her father, which I have juſt 
now ſcen, dated Bath, January 26. 1792, 
though he diſclaims any poſitive engagement, 
he ſays, © I ſhould have been very glad 
to take her, (Miſs Wallis,) to Edinburgh, bis 
winter, had Jackſon continued manager.” And 
again, © tellyour manager, I ſincerely with . | 
him ſucceſs; though I confeſs I ſhould have ' 
been juſt as well pleaſed to hear that the W 
Edinburgh Theatre had fallen into any other i 
* hands, d 


} | 
; 


q _ o , p 4 4 


- hands, as I was in hopes "3 might oe > 


might have been brought into a very diſagree- | 


Bs by: ſome Pence there“. 


X CANNOT help here obſerving, Sir, that 
can take no ſhare of culpability or negligence 


to myſelf as manager, for not having wr 


voured, before that time, to have entered into 
4 formal article with thoſe ladies. The Theatre 
had been advertiſed to be let for ſome weeks; 


and common prudence compelled me to be as 
"cautious as poſſible what engagements I made, 


as, had the Theatre not remained with me, I 


able predicament. This I explained to Mr 
Kemble, and he knew the exact ſituation in 
Wien 1 ſtood. vob 


8 poſitive and 168 engagements, it ap- 


Jars on this occaſion, would have been of 


no avail. Meſſrs Scriven and Willoughby 
were under poſitive and legal engagements, 
28 they could not be induced to fulfil 
thoſe 5 : . ſame uniform 

FT cauſe 


. - 
. 


5 » An bin. had 8 . by Mr Kemble, in (preſence | 


of the arbiter, which rendered it neceſſary for me to inſert ; 
the above particulars. If the reader will take the trouble of 


turning to the coneluſion of this work, he wn deat : 


8 


0 230 


= EY I preſume, operated with hens all. 

| Theſe gentlemen were a real loſs: to the The- 
atre; the former, by report, is an excellent 
actor; the latter I have ſeen, and he is infi- 

| nitely better than any one Mr Kemble brought 
e „with him; I mult except Mr Lee-Lewes; he 


1 bi came by chance, and cannot conſequently 
I * be ranked 1 in * Kemble 8 eee 


7 1 to he Gs I can only fa, 
that it was agreed upon, and was ſo under- 
. ſtood by Mr Biſſet, who had his inſtructions 
com Mr Kemble, and drew out the ſcroll FT 
 accordingly*. The objection to one ſecurity, 
through form only, cannot ſurely hold good; 
as what is objectionable on one ſide, I muſt 
preſume, Sir, ſhould be fa on the other. In 
this very tranſaction, there is an inſtance in 
point. Mr Siddons' ſole ſecurity is admitted 
for double the ſum. Your reply to this, Sir, 
I know. Lou will ſay, hy not remove dif- 
ficulties when in your power? Why did you 
not long ago give in additional ſecurity? To 


"Ups. Had Mr Kerable, in one & bs candid and foot 
1 made the ſame declaration to me, that he did to 
_ others, that he would accept of no ſecurity hut lande proper-- 


or money down, I ſhould have — che connection, and 
all has been well, 


(4. 


this I have a ready, and, I ſhould ad a. 
ſatisfatory anſwer : I had but one perſon I 


choſe to apply to on that occaſion, and I re- 


ſerved him for a more conſequential purpoſe. 
; 1 did not wiſh to overload his tg | 


Bur, Sir, the . of the cody. way, : 


only a pretended, not the real blot in the 
contract. Mr Kemble had taken up the 
idea of making me a cypher. I was: to be 
half the ſecurity, and that in money down, 
or a mortgage on landed property, yet I was 
to have nothing to ſay ; I was noteven in the 
ſmalleſt inſtance to have a power of control; 

I was to put myſelf in Mr Kemble's mercy, 


while I was fleeping, or unconſcious of the 


danger, to run me hundreds of pounds in 
debt; to ſuffer him to lay plans, and con- 
nive at tranſactions, in which he might clear 


I. 1000 by the ſeaſon, and leave me, on the 
1 winding * our e a loſer at 12 end. | 


"Tas ne has 33 ws verified by 
reality. He orders, without my confent or 


. knowledge, a parcel of old ſcenes from New- 


| ; _ caſtle, and profeſſes to charge for them L. 400. 
55 L would e . had 1 been conſulted, have 
| conſented 


1 


go 


> p 


5 0 

conſented to allow for them L. 20. I knew 
that pageantry, carried from town to town in 
the North of England, could never attract the 


attention of an Edinburgh audience, after 


they had ſeen the Baſiile and Captain Cook in 
_ the Theatre Royal, and Ofcar and Muluina in 
the Circus. My opinion has been proved to 
be well founded. There was more money 
taken at the Theatre, from the uſe of an 
eighteen-penny book, the Road tu Ruin, than 


by all the Newcaſtle ſeenery, ſo pompouſly 


3 into notice. 


Mu ion 8 to himſelf powers 


that neither the miſſive, nor any permiſſion 


of mine ever gave him, i is the ſole 8 to 
our oompromife. 5 8 


Art the batyaid wes böbriännd by my 
confent only, tor ſo he advertiſed, he was to be 
acting manager for the ſeaſon. . There is not 


a performer in the three kingdoms, that can- 


not in a moment define the office of acting 


manager. It is to regulate the company be- 


hind the curtain, and to carry into execution 
what had previouſly and privately been ſet- 


1 So: Ae partners. T his, Sir, I conſented to, 
| M2 5 0. in 
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n 8 : 
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n 
in the perſon of Mr Kemble, and from this 1 
never expreſſed a wiſh to depart. But this - 
looked upon as a matter of courteſy, and not 
of right; for it was no part of the miſſive, 
and to nothing farther could I give my conſent. 
Our agreement was a joint and equal pariner- 
 Jhiþ ; ſach was it ever conceived by me. Ac- 
cording to Mr Kemble's ideas, it was a part- 
nerſhip to be executed only by ene. I might 
fay, Sir, with a Right Honourable Friend of 
yours, it is an union founded upon recipro- 
city; but where the whole power is uſurped 
by one, and ſubmiſſion only pointed out to 
the other, the reci Oy muſt Tai be 
all upon one ſide. | EE 19s 
Ax Oe junction of this kind, Sir, | 
could never enter into my thought. No earth- 
Jy conſideration ſhould ever have induced me 
to accept of a ſinecure, or become an annuitant, 
in an undertaking where I had riſked my all, 
and cringe beneath the man whoſe avowed 
intention was to found his fortune n ay 
wr 5 and n ruin. | 


| 5 5 = Arn is on 5 Mr Kemble es 
=— 7 Ha recently ar 5 that he would take 39 5 = 


care 


E 


— a 


k 4 


inn . Ge 
ſon, or, at any rate, that I ſhould be no gainer; 
for that he would ſhut the houſe the moment 
the rent was paid, and not permit his ſiſter 
to come down, or any other engagement 
to take place, in which I was to partake of 
the advantage. After ſuch a declaration, I 
ſay, Sir, and in ſuch circumſtances, ſo widely 
different from the true intent of the miſſive, 
I cannot think of ſuffering any friend of mine 
to become ſecurity for me in ſo deſperate a 
game“. ; 
L HAD three powerful reaſons, Sir, that in- 
clined me to put up with many diſagreeables, 
rather than decline a participation of the pro- 
fits of the ſeaſon. My own ſubſiſtence; for 
I could not work, to beg I was aſhamed. | 
Ihe education and ſupport of a young fami- 
Ivy, and the intereſt of my creditors. For 
though they had conſented to receive ten ſhil- 
lings only, yet, Sir, a compoſition never had 
. : my 


From a converſation with the arbiter, at this period, Mr 
Kemble had taken up an idea that the agreement would have 
been enforced according to the original miſſive, he therefore 

thought proper to make the above declarations, at an inter- 
view with me, but not in preſence of the arbiter. . 


0-0 73 > 
my cordial aunt. Ir was a temporary expe- 


dient, the act of neceſſity, a ſtep in advance 
towards 4 ſituation chat may poſſibly enable 


me to make farther payments. The depriva- | 
tion, therefore, of my ſtipulated emoluments, 
is a diminution of the funds appropriated for 


that purpoſe; and the loſs of a ſeaſon, is the 


loſs of the earnings of one year of my life, to- 


- 3 
* 


I 8PEAK now, Sir, to your feelings. Had 


2 you been Mr Kemble, you would not 
have acted as Mr Kemble has done. You 
would not have ſaid to yourſelf, I like the 
undertaking in which I am embarked; I ſee 
its advantages ; my partner's embarraſſments 


furniſh me with a pretext; I will lay hold of 
the opening, and poſſeſs myſelf of the whole. 


Tou would not have taken every mode of 


adding to my difficulties; you would not 
have rendered me liable to the preſſure of 


ſmall demands, by unjuſtly withholding from 
me the means of 0 them. 


5 would not have diſmiſſed a ſervant 


chat had been with me twelve years, becauſe 


* 


A. ) 
he had carried a meſſage "I me; tes uſe: 


of the old adage; * You cannot ſerve two. 


maſters. 


© . 3 


en en not have 5 Mr Bland | 
of ſixteen ſhillings of his weekly ſtipend“, con- 


trary to an expreſs agreement, becauſe he was. 
one of Mr Jackſon's vermine; an appellation 


which Mr Kemble had thought proper to 


affix to the members of my former company; 


but Mr Jackſon's: vermine, have, amidſt hic 


noble animals, proved deen Lords of 
the Forell,.. 1 


z 


You rather would have ſaid, I ſee Mr 


Jackſon is yet. under ſome temporary. em- 
barraſſments; I will not add to them; I will 
not ſtart unneceſſary, obſtacles ; I hold the ſe- 


curity which in my own conſcience I know I 


agreed to take; I will commence the ſeaſon, 
and we will Oy: receive the ſettled fti- 


pend. 4 
To 29 F ))))%%VVVVCCCTCVo%W e te Ta 
Hap! an diate: loſs taken place, you 


would * Sir, have juſtly called upon my 


ſecurity 


1 5 Theſe are a ſown of Me ke ee during- 
the courſe of the ſeaſon. Mr Bland has had recourſe to a 
Court of Juſtice, and has conſequently recovered his artears, 


CO 2 

{ſecurity for ſuch pecuniary aid as would have 
made up the deficiency. If complied with, 
complaint would have been unneceſſary; if 
not, you would have found an eaſy, and an 
early mode of redreſs. And in either caſe, 
your conduct would have been confiftent 
with your IO and e | 


"You wool Wen 1 . had thib Sleaſ ure * 
acting up to the dictates you had profeſſed, 
and I ſhould have been relieved from a long 
liſt of mortifying and painful ſituations, the 
continuance of which, for another ſeaſon, 
would have put a period to my exiſtence. 


To avoid that, for the ſake of my family 
and myſelf, I muſt decline any farther inter- 
courſe with Mr Kemble, that I may have a 


T chance of ſurviving a few winters longer, 


to have the honour of . een be to 125 you. 
_ e 1 


N Pos 
Ba e Four obedient ſervant, 


| The, mak Henry Erin 
Dean of Faculty. + 
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D SECOND 
LETTER to the Hon. HenRY ERSKINE, 
Dean: of e | 


Hun Jh Jos: 1792. 
Sin, 

From your converſation yeſterday; 1 can- 
not help being of opinion, that you either 
have never read the letter I had the honour 
of tranſmitting to you on che 18th of April, | 
or that ſome paſſages in it have eſcaped your 
memory. I muſt therefore requeſt of you, 
before you give a deciſion, which myſt at 
leaſt be attended with unpleaſing circumſtan- 
ces, that you will favour me with its reper- 
ua I muſt beg leave of you likewiſe, Sir, as 
| you wiſh for farther information, to lay the 
following circumſtances before you, ſome of 
which have only come to my n ſince 

l you laſt. 


; , * 1 
* * 
o [5 = 5 
K | AS 
\ ; 
* 
* 
1 


( 234: .]- 
As early as the day. of the e Mr 


8 8 Kemble pointedly declared, that! never ſhould 


have any thing to do with the Theatre this 
ſeaſon : That indeed there was an agreement, 


that on Mr Jackſon's finding ſecurity, he was 


to be half concerned; but that he would take 


care. that no ſuch ſecurity ſhould be receiv- 


ed; for, continues he, © It muſt be ſuch ſecu- 


rity as I am pleaſed with; and I {hall certain- 
1y point out ſuch booty only, as I know he 


cannot procure. | It ſhall be money down, 


or a ici on a landed eſtate*,”* 


Tux day 1 bouſe . a perſon, in 
my behoof, deſired that Mr Gibb, the box- 
office keeper, would furniſh him with a return 

of the night's receipt, a duplicate of which I 


had requeſted him to procure. Gibb's an- 
ſwer was, that Mr Kemble had given him 
poſitive orders to the contrary. On this re- 
fuſal, Mr Kemble himſelf was aſked the fol- 
lowing morning, how much there was in the 
houſe ? He declared he would not tell; for, 
fays he, if I do, you will inform Mr Juckien >, : 


And his declarations throu gh the ſeaſon uni- 


Wawa 4 


2 This extraordinary aſſertion is more minu: ly ated, 


. | ag 


t 


— 


box ſhould be partitioned off, on the oppoſite 


intended; Mrs Jackſon therefore deſired Mr ö — 


requeſted him, till it was, to accept of hers. * 4 


ſhall accept of her box, when the has one to l 
offer; ; and I wonder ſhe has not more deli- +», 
cacy than to thiak of coming into the houſe by 


. Jackion into Wales; and no cccurrerce had happened, or 


| metited a "ply te Irs Jackſon's polite meiTage. 


CE | 
formly were, that I had. nothing at all to do 
with the Theatre. 5 5 Eo 


— 


17 8 e expreſsly ſtipulated, that 4 


ſide to the one I have ſo long uſed, for Mr 
Kemble, Orders were in conſequence given 
to fit it up. As ſome other matters had em- c 
ployed the carpenters, it was not ready at the — 
commencement of the ſeaſon, as had been 


Kemble to be informed, that, as the box pro- 
poſed for his uſe was not yet prepared, ſhe 


To this he replied, © Tell Mrs Jackſon, that I 1 


at all, where ſhe has no right“, Mrs jack 
E 2 1 7 f ſon, + | 


— 


No cafe can be aſſi zned for Mr Kemble's ſudden. change 
of conduct towards Mr and Mrs Jackſon; particularly the lat- 
ter, but a pretzeditated deſign to break off all connections 
with them. They had parted on the moſt cordial and appa- 
rent friendly terms. Mr Kemble went to Newcalle, and Mr 


tranlaction taken place, that could poſfihlr, in Mr Jackſon's * 
abſei.ce, have extzrted from M Kemble ſo vnman!y and un- ; 2 


*% 


Fg 
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fon, it would be needleſs. to add, has taken 
up no room in the Theatre fince. 


ON the carpenter's BEE 7 g to fit up 
the oppoſite box, as he had been directed, Mr 
Kemble ordered him to deſiſt, ſaying, © One 
box is enough for one manager; I will Not 
have it done.” | 

Tn1s, Sir, was no arrangement of rehear- 
fals; no acting managerial adjuſtment in the 
department I had conſented for rhe ſeaſon he 
ſhould fill. It was a part of the agreement, 
expreſsly and murually entered into, and as 
pointedly and almoſt ine broken N Mr 
Kemble. | 


"Aud though, Sir, the being thruſt out of 
a box, in the face of the ſervants, we had poſ- 
ſeſſed more than ten years, may be deemed 
by you as a matter of no great conſequence, 


yet, Sir, the going to the Theatre, me and my 


family, for a ſeaſon, and the taking a friend 
with us, I muſt inſiſt upon, was a money 
tranſaction ; and the depriving me of that 
advantage, which muſt be eſtimated at ſome 
i | le, 


C ah 
.» a * . 1 : 
nt Ore pre. 


dg. 1 
value, was a violation of that part of the agree- 
ment, and ee e an infringement of the 
"OO e 8 e | 
5 Yip pes pleaſed, Sir, very hay to d | 
fo, that my having informed Mr Kemble, by | 
Fn, letter to him at Sheffield, that Mrs Atchmet 
was engaged, (which turned out to be a miſ- „ 
take of Mr Kemble's,) would have been a 1 
breach of the agreement on my fide. How A 
wide then muſt the fracture have been made 1 
N by ſo many repeated inſtances on the other! = 
Bur, Sir, Vaſſured' you yeſterday, and IL | 
repeat the aflertion, I do not believe there is | i 
4 an actor, ſcene- ſhifter, ſervant, or runner, a- xj 
bout the Theatre, that has not heard Mr £ { 
Kemble ſay, that Mr Jackſon had WON to- | | 
do with the houſe this you : 
3 : I 
Ix albtheſe aſſertions, Sir, none of them ima | 
ginary, or from hearſay, are to be ſet aſide ui 
by the bare negative of one, in oppoſition tothe EE: 
ſolemn deelarations of others, that are ready ” 
to be ſubſtantiated by proof; or, if it is you. 
opinion, contrary to that of every confidential 1 
friend I have ſpoken with on the ſubjeR, that 1 
| an — 


* — 
* — re : — 


an engagement broken, and that repeatedly, by 
one party, ſhall nevertheleſs remain binding 
upon the other, you will then, of courſe, deter- 
mine, that the miſſi ve is ſtill in force. In that 
caſe, it muſt be allowed, that if Þ»have: any 


thing to do with the leaſe of the Theatre for 


the next ſeaſon, Mr Kemble, as before intended, 


is to be admitted to an equal ſhare. For up- 


on terms of equality only did I enter into a 
treaty with him, and never before or ſince 


have I, on any other conditions, expreſſed my 


conſent to a connection inn, Mr Kemble. 
- — 1 3 are the 
words; can there be a doubt in the expref- 


ion? For my own part, I can wreſt it to no 


other meaning. As well might I make equa- 


ity ſervility, or ſubſtance ſhadow. . 


Bur to leave argument upon a point where 


no reaſoning can hold good, I muſt again de- 


clare to you, that the very unfeeling conduct 
(to uſe no harſher expreſſion) towards myſelf 
and Mrs Jackſon, in the ſituation we then 
were, has confirmed the opinion I originally 
entertained of him ; and I will ſooner forego 


an 


} 


(39 ) 


an intereſt in the leaſe of the Theatre for the 


next ſeaſon altogether, than have any inter- 
courſe with chat gentleman. | 


Tusk, Sir, are my ſentiments, and this 


my determination, for the rectitude of which 
I ſhall appeal to God and the Public. And 


however I may differ from you in opinion 
upon this ſubject, I am, with. t the greateſt 
reſpect, 
SIR, 
Your obedient ſervant, 


J. JACKSON. 


The Honourable Henry Erſtine, 
Dean of Faculty, 
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LE TTE R. 1 the Rübe hey arable the Lord 
Advocate 4 Scotland. 


Edinburgh, penis Is I 79 2. 
My Lord, 


J NEVER entertained the moſt diſtant idea, 
of having occaſion to recur to the tranſaQtions 
on the renewal of the patent, or to remind 
your Lordſhip of the purport of thoſe con- 
verſations I was honoured with, by you, on 
that occaſion. But from the ſuppoſed effects 
of the Dean of Faculty's decreet-arbitral, re- 

ſpecting the preſent theatrical arrangements, 
I find myſelf, however unwillingly, under 
the neceſſity of rene wing the ſubject. 


Fon no crime alledged againſt me, that 1 
ever heard of, the renewal of the patent, in | 
the common form, was objected to; my right 
0 it way prone, and owes on all hands; 
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the length of time was at laſt the by objec- 
tion. It was offered me by Sir Adam Fer- 
guſon, in my own name, for ten years. This 1 
pointedly refuſed. Mr Walter Roſs, who had 
an intereſt in the ſettlement, propoſed, that it 
ſhould be taken out in the names of the Duke 
of Hamilton and Mr Dundas. He made it 
appear to me, in the cleareſt colours, that my 
right would ſuffer no infringement thereby, 
and that the only difference would be in the 
name. The Engliſh Council were of the ſame 
opinion. I therefore, perſonally, requeſted of 
the Duke and Mr Dundas to hold it. The 
rights of the proprietors of the Theatre were 
reſerved, and it was perfectly underſtood that 
it was held for my uſe; The fees of office were. 
_ paid by me, and I poſſeſſed the patent as fully 
ever ſince, as if my name had been inſerted, 
and ſhould, I am confident, have continued 
ſo to do without queſtion, had not a derange- 
ment in my er matters taken place. 


Ir will 1 — my > Lo 5 5 to 4 
| ſerve, that this deficiency of ſupplies aroſe 
chiefly from the mode of taking out the pa- 
tent; a con ſequence, which though. it was not, 
might ; 


* 


C85. 


t naturally have been WiN I had, 
Sir, in order to complete the theatrical plan, 
which I judged would be worth improve- 


ment, built a Theatre in Glaſgow ; laid out 
large ſams upon the Edinburgh one; was 


erecting a third at Aberdeen, then thought 
| neceſſary; and, in the interim, had never ſpared. 
expences in procuring the firſt performers, 


frequently to the extent of, and ſometimes 
even beyond the FOI | 


'Tars obliged me to look out for an addi-- 


tional ſum of money to anſwer immediate 
demands; it would eafily have been procured 


to a larger amount than I had occaſion for; 


but the ſecurity was the bar. The aflign- 


ment of the patent was wanting. Other 


modes of relief were attempted, but before 
they could be carried into effect, a haſty cre- 


ditor took (even for himſelf) an ill adviſed _ 
ſtep: others of courſe preſſed forward, and 


4 ſequeſtration | was the una avoidable conſe- 
Jy | . 


rwe years TOR . — 9 


oF. 5 WHOS. 
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mhich Do I have drug hoon gh many 


painful and unpleaſing trials. After, however, ZN 


repeated, and the moſt accurate inveſtigations, 
it has appeared, that the derangement of my 
money concerns aroſe from the greatneſs, of 
the expence in which I was neceſſarily in- 
volved, in the execution of my theatrical 
plan. . 


Convinced of this truth, my creditors 
have accepted of a compoſition, which at the 
inſtance of my friends 1 was induced to offer, 

wich the ſole view of being enabled to regain 

| a ſituation, which might put it in my power, 
at ſome future period, to convince them of my 

i real motives for embracing the meaſure. 


_— the compnſition. could be 8 
forward, the Theatre was taken for a year, by 

Mr 8. Kemble, with whom, I need hardly in- 
i form you, I was by contract to have had a 
joint and equal concern; but affecting to be- 

+ Heve me totally out of the queſtion, he threw 


me off, even before the ſeaſon commenced, 


and the agreement in conſequence has never 
| been im plemented. 


x 
z 


Twe 
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5. letters FEI me to the a of Fa- 


culty, will accompany this. They will let you 
into ſome lights, my Lord, reſpecting Mr 
Kemble's conduct, and my ſituation during 
laſt ſeaſon. | 


| F. NDING it t advantageous to continue the 
leaſe for a further term, and being at length 
convinced that it will be neceſſary in that 
caſe to take me along with him, Mr Kemble 
now offers to implement an agreement, which, 
for a ſeaſon paſt, (like the bell man of a coun- 
try town) in the front of the Regiſter-office, 


he has been bellowing to every paſlenger, 


that I had not the ſmalleſt concern in; nay, 


he profeſſes himſelf willing to allow me the ſti- 


pulated emoluments of the ſeaſon, from which 
he had moſt wickedly and wantonly cut me 


off. But the time is paſt, my Lord, and it is 
not in the power of fate to recall it, neither 


is it in the power of man to wipe away the 
125 e I have ſuſtained Foe: Mr Kemble. 


"Tie bi beheld me' in thi WAS on af- 
| fliction, he walked aloof; but when I unex- 
pectedly reached the ſhore, he wiſhed to hold 
out his hand, not with an intention to fave, 

| bur 
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bur in the expeRation of gaining another o un- 
1 eb moment of ſhoving me in. 


WO” CAS? -* 


In a more EN wired; at an accidental 
interview with Mr William Gibſon, in the 
- preſence of the Dean of Faculty, when an 
union with the ſame party was propoſed, I told 
him, that he might reduce me to the utter- 
5 moſt, and compell me to dig in a quarry for 
. fſüxpence a-day, which I would ſuffer with 
1 pleafure, rather than be com 2 $ to a junc- 
=: bt wich Nr Kemble. | 
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Tus as, * a harſh one, pro- 
ce from the idea Wy had formed of his 
 difpoſition, when he was a performer in my 


cCoolly on the ſubjeR, I was induced to be- 
lieve, that turbulence of temper I had at 
times obſerved, was the reſult of a tenaciouſ- 
neſs of characters, and the arrangements of 
ſtage buſineſs, in which a manager and an 
1 actor frequently diſagree, being actuated, the 
* 2H one by an anxious concern for the whole, the 
=: Gee 45 bis own individual u e 
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company; but on reaſoning and conſidering 


> 


6 20 8 


IN an 88 and equal ſituation, 1 | 
judged this tenacity might be laid aſide, and 
as I was reſolved in all points of buſineſs to 
give and take, I did not doubt but the ſeaſon 
might paſs away in that tranquillity, for 

which I moſt anxiouſly wiſhed, and which at 
all events I was determined to promote. The 
reſult, however, Sir, has proved how ill found- 
ed my laſt opinion was, and how juſtly. the 
former one had poſſeſſed my mind, 


Tuvus my original reſolution has been the 
more confirmed by experience; and I 
ſolemnly declare, I would ſuffer any hard- 
ſhips, or ſubmit to any ſituation, however hu- 
miliating, ſooner than enter into any kind of 
connection for the future, with a man of ſuch 
an unfeeling and ſavage diſpoſition. 


Tux queſtion. will chen be, Sir, whether 
the leſſee, who has only. rented the houſe _ 
for a ſeaſon; and who, not poſſeſſed of a ſhil- 
lung of the property, muſt reſign it in little 
more than a month, ſhall be permitted to 
thruſt out the proprietor, who purchaſed the 
Theatre for a valuable conſideration, and poſ- 
a it for ten Fenn all * time laboured 
with 


a) 
with unremitting pains to acquire che good 
opinion of the public, and whoſe greateſt 
fault has avowedly been the adventuring too 
largely in their ſervice. I ſhould not heſi- 
tate my Lord, one moment, in referring this 
| ou to the * of your juſtice. | | 


> Wus: N 8 a ſet of oetitlemen, with 
whom you then thought proper to act, ex- 
preſſed a deſire to become conductors of the 
Theatre, ſpeaking with your Lordſhip on the 
ſubject, I aſked you, whether you would be 
inſtrumental in ſtripping me of my all, and 
turning me out, with a young family, into 
the world to ſeek our bread? Your reply ; 
was, that © you would ſooner ſuffer your 
hand to 0 cut off. And now, my Lord, 
on a ſimilar renfod, when an effort 1s made 
to deprive me of one half of my expecta- 
tions, you will not, I am confident, unleſs 
under the influence of deception, liſten ons 
moment to a propoſal ſo confeſſedly unjuſt. 


To remove that impulſe of deception, my 
Lord, which the wiles of an intereſted indi- 
vidual will attempt to infuſe, I take the liber- 
ty of troubling you with this. The jet of 


f 


c 49, 55 
his argument, on this head, I am appriſed of, 


and ſhall find no difficulty to repel. For this 
5 rl though compariſons are diſagree- 
able, at leaſt to a party concerned, I muſt be 


under the neceſſity of making a reference: to, 
pp aaa n with ths laſt. 


 FinsrT, W for my danse ee 
back your recollection with me, my Lord, to 
the period at which it commenced. I found | 
the houſe, as it is well known, a mere wreck. 
There was not a ſcene that was- fit-for uſe. 


Even the roof was in ruins, and was neceſſa- 


rily renewed. As. you fit in your box, my 
Lord, there is ſcarcely an article-in view chat 
was not of wy cas Kg ot Ho 


Ger your eye, my Lord, upon Fm 1 


' matis Perſanæ of the performances ot London. 
Is there, or has there been, a performer of 


eminence there, for the paſt ten years, that 


could be procured at any price, you have 


not ſeen? And ſome of them repeatedly. 
They have been ſupported by companies of 
performers likewiſe as reſpeQable, or per- 
| haps more fo, than the nature of the: me | 
e * On e 
| 4 To 
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8 50, ) 
' To: this fact, Sir, I call the whole town as 
my evidence. Various atteſtations might be 


8 produced upon this point, from actors of the 


firſt magnitude, expreſſing their approbation 
of the conduct of the manager, and the atten- 
tion of the company to them, and to the. 
wo bulineſs. One inſtance ſhall ſuffice. 


2 Fare 12.1 8 784: 
Bin, : 5 
22 My. exceſhve 1 _ i will, 1 


7 Kaba be an excuſe to you and Mrs Jackſon, 
for not paying my perfonal reſpects in St 
James's Square. To both of you I remain 


indebted for all your politeneſs to me; and I 


ledgements to the whole company, for the 
very kind attention they have ſhewn to me, 
and to the buſineſs. An attention I e 


ever 6 . to e 


1 am, 8 with Mr Siddons! compliments, 
_ Your ſincere well-wiſher, | 3 

oy eZ | And humble ſervant, | 

Ws Bog RE, SIDDONS,” 
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Ca) - 
has us now, my Lord, enquire into the 
merits of the management of laſt ſeaſon, and 
where Mr Kemble's vaſt claim to pre-emi- 
nence conſiſts ; ſo vaſt indeed, as he himſelf 
holds forth, that he demands, without, with . 
your leave, or by your leave; to ſtep into, or, 
_ to uſe his own phraſe, © to fa ew. bis. claw _ 
upon one half of that property,” for which. I 
have paid ſuch ſums, and Niruggled ſo 7 
pos to N 


er ang dive ks din his 9 
right on his expenditure upon the fabrick ? 
To that account he cannot put down one 
eee e | | 


Can he 00 his 8 a * 
ſuperiority of his company ? That would be | 
arrogance in the extreme. Og 


| 1 Fen . irs Lord, that he holds Out I 
had deceived him with eee to a female 
engagement; that has been diſproved, as 
your Lordſhip will öblerve! in my firſt letter 
to the Dean of Faculty. The want of time 8 


38 totally ill founded; for Iwill venture to 
; 82. EE ; affirm, 


wo . 
« fy 
A . 
= 


9 * -2a 5 
| wer, that from 8 ſecond of lib 
when the leaſe commenced, to the nineteentk 
of January, when the houſe opened, I ſhould . 
(wich the actors then engaged) have had one 
of the beſt companies laſt ſeaſon. that has 
been ſeen in Edinburgh. Had I retained 
che management, Mr Scriven, Mrs Atchmet, 
and Mifs Wallis, would, with ſome other wa 
racters 8 been here. 5 


Ma . er 8 upon the 
flavour of the public, is from the ſuppoſed 
- greatneſs of the rent, and his prompt pay- 
ment through the ſeaſon, which has been 
officiouſly and erroneouſſy aſſerted, even in 
the public prints, as © altogether uncrampled 
"in wa en hi r of this e. 8 
Tu Is is a e Means upon my | 
predeceſſors, as well as myſelf, and I cannot 
ſuffer it to paſs. unconfuted. In the year 
1762, when I was firſt here, Mr Love then 
manager, the ſalaries for the ſeaſon were oor” 1 


£3 7 10 Bri: rt fin bh. 
* k = | 
2 * ” 74 4 £ W's £ N 4 TH I * 3 
s "7 Ms * 8 # c : £ 7 . . ; * r wy 2 * ö 1 
i: h 4 K 4 a 3 75 * 1 » 4 1 he DP 


{I's 3 : EY ” 46 | | 
1 N Monday June 11. 1792, 


„ 
Mr Roſs paid three ſeaſons. 
2 Mr Foote paid one. ny 
2 N. Digges, before his misfortunes com- 

menced, paid four years. 


_ do Wilkinſon paid one. | : : 


An D for nine 8 of my management, 
the performers were not only paid, but ſeve- 
ral of them, at the cloſe of each ſeaſon, fre- 
e in n debt. 


* 


„ 4 arrears 5 eee is ba 


too ſerious a truth: but how have thoſe debts 
been contracted ? Not for high living; 3 no one 
will accuſe me of that. Not for equipages 
or ſervants. Not for tavern bills, or by gam- 

- bling ; for I can ſafely ſay, that I never won 
or loſt ten pounds in my whole life. Not 
for feaſtings or country excurſions ; for I can 
only put down one day in the ten years, 


as fairly ſet apart for a n of e for 
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"Now my Tas ha accounts. were why fide 
run up in catering for the taſte of the audi- 
© ae in i, and preparing for them 
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1 IP 429 
entertainments worthy their stig down to 1 
from which they have frequently retired, ac 
knowledging their repaſt had been delicious. 
'You, my Lord, have ſometimes partook of 


them, and confeſt your ſatisfaction at t the no- 
5 di of the reliſh. | 


| 13 this, my Lotd: er gone Wnewhat bes 

_ yond my powers, and for this I have repented 
in ſackcloth and aſhes ; it was an exceſs that I 
might have ſpared ; an offence ſolely againſt 
myſelf, for which, if I gain my on forgive- 


nes, I mall not be apprehenſive of not pro- 
curing that of the public: For the money, as | 
it flowed from them, 10 0 was it EINE for 5 

their uſe. | 5 5 5 | * © 


Tur failure of payments, my 1 fas 0 one 

year, out of ſo many on my fide, and Mr 

EKemble's promptitude in that reſpect for a 

ſingle ſeaſon, the only one he has been in 

Edinburgh, is affixed, wichout rhyme or rea- 

| . * fon, by Mr Kemble, and his friends, as the 
Bs LC great c criterion of Ins merit. e 

| ; 


T:onart. - 


n 


I $HALL-meet him, Sir, 8 upon this 
ground ; and before I make the calculation, 


I am bold enough to aſſert, that there has not 
paſſed a year of my management, that I have 


not paid more money in Edinburgh, exclu- 
five of the arrears that may latterly have oc- 


_ curred, than on the fame account has been 8 


iſſued T7 Mr Kemble. 


Tux rent of laſt oat; - Sir it is well known, 
beſides public burdens, was L. 1200. This 
was the whole expence at which Mr Kemble 

ſtood in addition to the ſalaries and other 
current charges of each performance. His 


weekly ſalaries, including eight pounds a-week 


for himſelf and Mrs Kemble, amounted to 
L.53: 0: o. But as I wiſh, not in that ſcale to 
run too cloſe, I ſhall rate them at L. 60. 


= l on the ha wk 5 I had 


no rent to pay. But then, I had other demands, 


to which Mr Kemble was a ſtranger. My ave- 


raged ſalaries, for the laſt three years, were 
L. 96: 0:4; but as I have added to Mr Kemble; 
in the comparative ſtaternent, ſo I ſhall de- 
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duct from my . rating them only at 
1. af | 


My falaries upon an average, fog ten years, 


were L. 9o a-week, which is L. 30 more than, 
upon the broadeſt calculation, thoſe of Mr 


Kemble, for the laſt n wall -6 2 rg 
rated. 


+ ad weight this. of L. 30 a Veet 
will amount in 30 weeks, to L. 9 oO o 0 


An original annuity to David Roſs, 150 O 0 
Jo Walter Roſs, dittoo 100 0 
Laid out annually on repairs, paint- 3 


ings, neceſſary incidents, and im- 


provements, never leſs than 2 8 . 300 O a. 


Jatereſt of money laid out upon the 
proper ty, over and above the na- 


tural receipts, amounting to 55 8 Fa 


1 8 ; y 
2 * + 3x4 ; ; Pers 8 8 — 


« zooming 9 %ͤũ ĩ[ê1 200-0 0 
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Thus it en appears, So 1 a r. 
ly receipt of L. 1700, over and above the cur- 
rent charges, Mr Kemble would pocket L. 500, 


whilſt I, with my additional expence, muſt. 


have fat down without a ſhilling, 


*. 


Is 


6 


3 the cheutumnes averaged IL 160 only in 


that caſe Mr Kemble would receive his bene- 
fits and ſalaries free, while I muſt Have been 
ſaddled with L. 5522 debt. e e e, 


W cANNOT With preciſion afecr recin the re- | 
- ceipts of the ſeaſon, as Mr Kemble had iſſued 


previous orders to his box-Keoper” to give me 


no information on that head: but with the 


advantage of Mrs Siddons in che after ſeaſon, 

and the ſmallneſs of his falaries, particularly 
at that period, his clearance, on the cloſe of 
his accounts, muſt have been conſiderable“, 


and his finances were certainly in ſuch a 


ſtate, as to enable him, without inconveni- 


ence, to n mY rent i falarics . 


0 


93 22 oo 
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8 
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I is from this circumſtance that Mr Kem- 
ble deduees his pretended inherent right of 


pre-eminence. For the maintaining a promp- 
titude of payment for a fingle year, and that 
ag ciftailitg the averaged omg ez, of the per- 

1 r $7 formers 


. b to the beſt account I could 855 N Kemble's 


pots lai ſeaſon were from L bc to L. S0 
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$44 1 
firmers. L. zo a- week, and 3 en ay there- ; 
by producing to the public one of the worlt . 
companies that has been ſeen in ne = 
N Ae the courſe of my memory. 5 


_ Hap Mr Kemble ſtepped nobly forward, 
had he augmented the falary liſt, exhibited 
an unrivalled company, and by thoſe exer- 
tions fallen into arrears, as many. hundreds as 


he has obviouſly cleared, I could then have 
comprehended ſome pretext for. a preferable 


claim of continuance, till, in ſome meaſure, he 
might have made up the loſſes he had ſul⸗ 
| tained. ͤ»»„ e 


Bur on 8 very 1 principles he 


founds his axiom : I have poſſeſſed the Thea- 
tees for a year, ſays he; I have gained hand- 


ſomely by them, and therefore I will com- 


pel the holder of the property to grant me 

a further leaſe. His views do not even ſtop _ 
here. He not only requires a preference in 
the leaſe for his great ſervices, at half its ; 


value, bur to be . ot. half che ner 
for ever. 


A eri 


I 


(9) 


A ARI fo curious, and extravagantly che | 
merical, can be equalled by nothing but his 


| viſionary notions of enforcing” his demand. 


Conſcious of not having the law on his fide, 


he purpoſes to call in the controul of the pa- 


tent to his aid, which he ſuppoſes ſuperior to 
every legal operation. But if the powers of 

the patent are competent to controul the de- 

crees of law, I truſt there 1 is 2 greatneſs and 


goodneſs of heart in the holders of it, that 


will repreſs its encroachments upon BENE and 


POP | Mn ls 55 Er 


Int a feudal court; formerly, where! the will 
of the tyrant was the peoples law, an avowal 


of this kind might perhaps be forced down 


the throats of the hearers, as a principle both 

rational and juſt; but in à land of liberty, 
where there are both law and equity, it can 
never ſtand a ſerious hearing. However, as 


it has been ſeriouſly. ra taken f it Bale be  fori= 5 


_ treated. 5 


— 


Sou refpeiable pectin; as 1 beton . by 


: 8 were the poſſeſſors of the theatrical 
property in the Canongate; they ſold that pro- 


perty; with the patent which they had obtain- 
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ed, to David Rofs; and David B Roſe to. 95 hel. 


pn op” Ke : s 8 85 . 8 „ N 
©. 
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Mozs Les” 20 years ago, © the ed 5 
Theatre alone was let to Mr Foote for o 


guineas a-year,. afterwards to Mr Digges for 


the ſame ſum. Some thouſand pounds, Sir, 
1 been expended upon the houſe ſince that 


period; and the Glaſgow Theatre built by 


me, Which would let. ſeparate from a 100 to 
4200 a- year, is now. ee an appendage 


to It. OWE LOOT -— 3 


2 3 age U 


Is 8 Sir, to be chrown in for neching ? 
Shall the long lapſe of time, the encreaſe of , 
value in all kinds of property, the expence of 
the articles of life, and particularly, the aug- 
4 mentation of audiences, be of no ald itional 
| weight! in the ſcale? : 


Tas Ae of property riſes « or falls with 
circumſtances, and is conſequently not to 
be limited, or aſcertained : I preſume, my 
Lord, it is e worth what it will 
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c my Lord, an eſtate had, at the 
. owner's expence, been divided, fenced and li- 
med, and by improved modes of agriculture, 
ſo brought into heart, that inſtead of L. oo 
ear, ir ſhould fetch a thouſand; and ſup- 
poſing the tenant who rented it aft ſuch 
improvement for a year, ſhould ſay to the 
landlord, © I will not permit you to let your | 
farm to any one elſe; I will continue in ſpite 
of you and law: And I will not only con- 
_ tinue, but I will cut down your rent 


more than one half. Inſtead of L. 1200, 


1 ſhall only allow you L.500; and that for 
2 a af 1 chuſe to be your: tenant fo 


- 


Ei *F $0010 wilt ig hear your Lordſhip's 
reply to any one of your tenants, preſum- 


ing, in reſpect t to your property, to make ſuch 
a declaration. What would be the anſwer 
of Meſſrs Sheridan or Harris, to an individu- 
ali in London, that ſhould venture to broach 
t new a doctrine? 


7 


" Warn Th property of Covent Ps was 


in its infancy, a rent of L. oo, at that early 


period, in perhaps have been deemed ſuf- 
- _ ficient; 


„ 


— — 


hs, 02 ) 


FGcient; OY . in value to L. 80, 0, 

would that man be ſuppoſed in his ſenſes 

chat ſhould ſay, you ſhall not let that vaſt Fg 
party for more than 15 500 © bogs Fo 


Tur cis of theawieat: pt as 


in any other line, mult be ruinous to the pro- 
prietors, and detrimental to the intereſts of 


the community. For 2 ſtagnation of im- 
provement will naturally 3 a ers 


of the - pd ON 
pre Aren W ltekere would be found 


6 poſſeſſed of the amor patriæ, as to lay out 
their money, not only without hopes of 
advantage, but with che moral certainty of 
44% OE GOT 


3 
* 


1 WAS «a Sir, to ee che eee 

arrangements of Scotland on as conſequential 
a footing as the reſpectabi ii ary of the audience 
_ deſerved: with this view | was forming 


ſome extenſive plans for their accommodation, 


as well as their amuſements, for which pur- 


poſe I expended every ſhilling I could pro- 


cure, and ſtretched my credit to the utter- 


— _—_ in order ro promote the deſired object. 
| I WIS 5 


— 


5 4 f 
» 


0 


I wisu- not here to arrogate to myſelf ſo. 


much merit, as even to hint that I made theſe 


exertions ſolely. through the reſpect I bore the 


profeſſion or the public. I ſhould have been 
a bad father, and an unjuſt huſband, had I 


: t thrown in my earnings, without ſome 


of: a return. 


to retain it, were, L muſt 3 my predomi- 


nating excitements to the extending its value. 
From an oppoſite motive, how different muſt 
have been my conduct! Attentive to the 


profits only, I ſhould have neglected even 


the annual repairs. of che building, and 


run it out to the mere wreck in en , 


anne! N 


15 my Lord, is a maxim ſo obvious and 


ſo generally admitted, that I know not, whe- 


ther I may not have incurred your cenſure, 
for thinking it neceſſary. thus to ſignify its 
effects. Under the influence, Sir, of this con- 
ſideration, I ſhould have been tempted here 


to cloſe the ſubject; but from your Lordſhip's 


1] ens converſation with Melſlrs Watſon and 
8 Playfair, 


? 


; 0 64 » 
Playfair, 1 find myſelf under the neceſſity of 


taking notice of the merits of the decreet- ar- 
bitral, upon which ſo much ſtreſs ſeems to be 


I caLLED at your Lordſhip's houſe ſome 
time ago, but had not the honour of finding 


you at home. My deſign then was to have 


requeſted you would not form an opinion up- 
on the ſubject, n e As ral 
ONE 4 matter. , 

Audi alteram Parkes 1 ever _ umed to | 
believe a given maxim,' -which no diſtinguiſh- 
ed perſonage in a judicial capacity ought e- 
ver to loſe ſight of; and I could not enter- 
tain the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, that on this, or 
any other occaſion, you nt, not adhere | 
to that 328225 rule. 155 e eee e 


1 * 


5 e 
. 


Wa AD, Sir, fintreit * you, the ſhort at 
 Gidple miſſive in queſtion ; I have annexed it 
for that purpoſe, with the decreer-arbirral de- 
_ duced therefrom, and ſome appolite obſerva- 
tions upon both. You have only to read, 


my, Lord, I latter N to be convinced. 
The 


_— RE DE 
The truths in my two letters to the Dean of 
Faculty, mentioned in his decreet, which alſo | 
accompany this, muſt carry with them their 
own OT Gon nts yn 


I HAVE the honour to 25 with the higheſt 


. e 
5 My Lonp, [HS 
Your Lordſhip's 3: 
"Moſt obedient ſervant, 
_ CEE *. ane 
15 The Right F F 
20 The Lord Advocate for Seatland.”- e 


Sounsx ineffectual meetings, during the 
courſe of the ſeaſon, having been held, before 
the arbiter, upon the ſubject in queſtion, on 
the 19th of Auguſt 1792, the decreet-arbitral 
was given: the purport of which, in ſeven 
counts, with obſervations thereon, i is hereunts 
_ . . e | 
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PURPORT © 


F. /RS 7. The idle Arbiter, finds, That 


: ng the continuance of the joint concern, 
Mr Kemble ſhall have the ſole right of engag- 


ing performers, and of being acting manager; 
giving notice.to Mr Jackfon of what engage- 


ments he meant to make; and if any damage 
ſthall ariſe from ſuch engagements, if objected 


to by the ſaid John Jackſon, the ſame to be 


made good by the ſaid Stephen Kemble : the 
_ loſs to be athxed by neutral ven to we | 


choſen 8 mo . 


b l founded, 
and which: it was meant to e is e 1 
page 2. | ; : 4 HRS 2 7 „ ; 


£ 


wot Ah! DECREET- 


' OBSERVATIONS 


"row Thi. -- 


 DECREET-ARBITRAL..- 


* FIRST. No ſuch ſtipulation was ever en- 
_ tered into, either in writing or verbally ; only 
through courteſy, not as a matter of right, 
Mr Jackſon conſented, that till his affairs 
were ſettled, which he ſuppoſed might take 
up the whole ſeaſon, Mr Kemble ſhould 
officiate as acting manager. But this the 
5 ſaid J. Jackſon conſidered, and declared at 
the time, both in converſation, and by letier 
to Mr Kemble, to be only optional on his ſide, 
and no part of the agreement; and by no 
means to be extended to another ſeaſon, pro- 
vided the parties continued. together, unleſs 
Mr Kemble's management ſhould be approved 
of by the ſaid J. Jackſon, and he ſhould conſent 
to a continuance of the ſame ; So Mr Kemble 
at the time underſtood-it, and ſo he expreſſ 
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OBSERYATIONS. 


it in nie firſt” advertiſement to the public. 
80 was it hkewiſe pointedly ſtipulated in 


5 the ſcroll drawn up by Mr Playfair. A plea- 


tant kind of theatrical partnerſhip it muſt 
have been, where every engagement, or idea! 
profit, or loſs, muft have been liable to be 
ſettled by an eight months arbitration, or 
e law w plea,” e,, 
Bur no  reftrition is placed 1 the Ho- 
nourable Arbiter upon a more conſequentiat 
part of the buſineſs than that of the ſalary of 
an actor of perhaps fiftcen ſhillings a-week, 
which might have merited at leaſt the chance 
of an arbitration ; that is, a controul in mo- 
ney matters. Mr Kemble is left at large to 
erect caſtles on the ſtage, or build caſtles in 
the air, at an unlimited expence; or he may 
bring his pageants, that have been exhibited 
through the various country, towns in Eng- 
land ; or produce old ſcenes from Newcaſtle, 
that originally coſt him L. 5, and charge for 
them L. oo. Mr Jackſon could have no re- 
medy from the decreet-arbitral, but acqui- 
gſcence, Does this conſtitute an equal concern ? 
SE CONDLY. ; 


42 

? 2 
| Fx 
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DECREET- ARBITRAL. 


SE CONDLY. Thar i it was not in the Pre 
as the ſaid 8. Kemble, to defeat the rights of 


the faid J. Jackſon, to an equal ſhare, in con- 


ſequence of any delay on the part of the ſaid 
J Jackſon to find the. ſtipulated ſecurity, 
without a declaration from the arbiter, that 
he was entitled ſo to do. And that it was 
not in the power of the ſaid J. Jackſon to 
free himſelf of the ſaid obligation, by refuſ- 


ing, or delaying to find che ſaid ſecurity. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


SECONDLY: Mr Kemble did however find 
the means of defeating this opinion of the 


arbiter's; for the ſeaſon paſſed away, and the 

Theatre cloſed; without the faid J. Jackſon 
being permitted to receive voy Part of 5 
| Ripulared terms. 


"hot erz 8 neber did refuſe to give 1 
| ſtated ſecurity, provided the terms of the 


miſſive had been fairly and honourably ad- 


hered to; nor did he ſhew the leaſt defire 
to recede from the contract, till Mr Kemble 
had broke through the agreement in every 


inſtance; and till the ſeaſon was fo far ex- 


hauſted, as to render any competent recom- 
pence for the injuries Mr Jackſon had ſuſtain 
ed by the delay, . 1 55 Fr 


* 


; Tux ſecurity expreſsly agreed upon, nas 


repeatedly offered, and every exertion made 
on the part of the ſaid J. Jackſon, to procure 
a participation of the joint concern in the 


Theatre, according to the meaning and pre- 
ciſe terms of the original agreement, but | 


*ay 


was conſtantly refuſed. 
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"THIRDLY. Finds, that none of the facts con- 
- deſcended on by the faid J. Jackſon, particu- 
| larly in two letters by him to the Dean of 
Faculty, are relevant to infer a departure on 
the ſide of the ſaid 8. Kemble from the agree- 
ment, or to enable the 1858 e to be 
free of the * | 


$'S * i that i in all | the 8 | 
S e n and converſations with the arbi- 
ter, that Mr Jackſon inſiſted on his right to 
© Have his bond of caution accepted; and his 

right to half of the emoluments of the ſeaſon 
declared: and that the'plea; taken up at the 

lateſt hour of the buſineſs, of being free from 


the contract, was vyuſt, and could not * 


* 


, 3 a | 
\ ſuſtained. | tt. gin 
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OBSER VATIONS. - 


7 HIRDLY. Was the rejecting FE fipulated 
ſecurity, no breach of contract? Was the 


withholding the weekly allowance; a depri- 


vation of benefits ; ; a refuſal to participate 


to Mr Jackſon one half of the profits of the 


ſeaſon ; the excluding his family from their 
box; and declaring through the whole ſea- 
ſon, that the ſaid J. Jackſon had nothing to do 
in the concern: were theſe, and many other 
injuries and inſults, too numerous to men- 
tion, no breaches of agreement ? p 


- 


5 Mu 3 did certainly uſe every means 


jn his power, to bring Mr Kemble to a fair 


and equitable accommodation, at the com- 
mencement, and during a great part of the 
ſeaſon. But after he found all was in vain, 
and after declarations from the ſaid 8. Kem- 
ble, inimical in every ſyllable towards the 


eſtabliſhing a friendly intercourſe; particu- 


larly his aſſerting, that he would take care to | 


run Mr Jackſon in debt before the end of the 
ſeaſon; (a thing very eaſy to accompliſh in 


| the adjuſtment of accompts, where there was 
da be no controll); and after his affirming, 
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FOUR THLY., He finds, the ſeaſon being ſini- 
ſhed without loſs, the delay that took place, as 
to the ſufficiency of the caution offered by 
the ſaid J. Jackſon, would be attended with 
n0 loſs to the ſaid S. Kemble. 
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OBSER YATIONS. 


£7 "I if the ſaid . Jackſon was to 3 any 7 


concern in the profits, he would ſhut the 


houſe the moment the rent was paid, and 


not ſuffer his ſiſter to come down, ſo as to 
participate any advantage to Mr Jackſon. 


7 


- Tazn indeed Mr Jackſon did declare to 


the arbiter, i in writing, that he could not think 
of giving any 5 or of having farther 
intercourſe with Mr Kemble; as believing 


the agreement infringed upon and broken al- 


together, on the ſide of the ſaid 8. Kemble. 


| This was on the 18th day of April, which 
could not be called the /ate/t hour of the buſi- 


; neſs, as the decreet-arbitral was not given till 
Auguſt gth, a ſ] PRcs of near EF months after. 


FOUR 7 HLY The delay was not on Mr Jack- 
ſon's fide, but obviouſly on that of Mr Kem- 
ble; in not accepting of the ſecurity, agreed 
upon originally, and ſo ſettled by him, before 
his pain from Edinburgh. 


Mu Jaexsox did offer the ſecurity as 
originally ſettled, but it appears that Mr 


Kemble, after his arrival at Sheffiztd, had 
K 2 5 been 


Py 
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DECREET- ARBITRAL. 


" Turnzrons, with te of the ſaid S. 
Kemble, finds the ſaid J. Jackſon entitled to 


one half of the free profits of the Theatre, 
without making any allowance to the ſaid 


8. Kemble, or Mrs Kemble * wife, for . 5 


1 


Bur under che ſpecial is that in caſe 


| the faid J. Jackſon ſhall not, within fourteen 
days, agree to implement this decreet-arbitral, 


and every. part thereof, he ſhall ceaſe to have 
any right to a ſhare of his profits of the pre- 


_ = Tent year; and in caſe he ſhould afterwards 
acquieſce, or be compelled to perform his 


part thereof, by courſe of law; in that caſe 


he finds, that four pounds wick to Mr 


. Kemble, and the ſame to his wife, ſhall be 


deducted out of the ſaid ]. Jackſon 8 thare of 
he 288 of Fre: . ; 


run. 


15 TW 
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0. 
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On IO 


5 been induced to recede from that part of the 
agreement. He ſays in a letter ro Mr Jack- 5 5 

ſon, from thence, I am directed by my _ 
friends, not to accept of any ſecurity but 
duch as Mr Gibſon ſhall think ſufficient,” . 


How a it appear "or the fondle ai 


without loſs? The fact certainly was ſo, but 


Mr Kemble has been careful hitherto to' 
ſhew no accompts 'of thoſe profits to Mr 


Jackſon. The arbiter does not ſay that he 
ſaw any ſuch accompts ; and his W ne- 
| glects to aſcertain the amount. 


© SHOULD Mr Kemble pits to implement 
his part of the decreet-arbitral, the arbiter 

finds no penalty againſt him. No vice verſa + 
in that caſe, of four pounds a-week to Mr 

Jackſon arid his wife, to be deducted out of 
Mr Kemble's half profits. The arbiter takes 
no notice of, and gives no recompence for the 
Joſs and diſtreſs the ſaid ]. Jackſon ſuffered by 
being deprived of his falary, at a time when 
Mr Kemble knew well, that it was the only 


reſource the faid J. Jackſon then. had, for 
the 2 5 ſubſiſtence of himſelf and family. 
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DECREET. -ARBITRAL. 8 


'F FT HLY. He finds the ſaid 8. Kentble,and 
the faid J. Jackſon, bound to continue a joint 
concern in the Theatre in ime coming, preciſely | 
on the fame terms as for the preſent year; 
That is to ſay, on an equal participation of 


the free profits, N caution for 5 
mance, &c. Nei 
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OBSER FATIONS. 


Fir HIY. Hon can this 4 by in- 
5 . or fulfilled? The houſe is at the dif- 
poſal of the truſtee for the creditors; it 


was offered by him to Mr Kemble for the 


: lame rent, and refuſed. He was informed 


that other offers were made, and would be | 


accepted, but he choſe to remain ſilent. 


5 Tus houſe was accordingly advertiſed in 
the public papers both in Edinburgh and 


London, and taken by Mrs Eſten at L. 1000, . 


Mr Kemble afterwards offered L. 500, which 


of courſe was declined. 


1 


Can the decreet-arbitral then compel an 


3mpoſſibility ? Or how is this part of it con- 


formable to the miſſive? That expreſsly ſays, . 


if either inclines, he ſhall be entitled to the 
© ſame ſhare in ſime coming. Does the word 


incline ſignify you hall, or can the term option. 


be converted into compulſion ? Or, could that 
difficulty be got over, the. Theatre is now 


let, irredeemably fo, and conſequently, either 
of the parties concerned being leſſee, i is ren- 


5 n impoſſible. 8 | 
NNE F 


1 800 
DECREET- ARBITRAL 


nn baſe the faid ]. Jackſon ſhall, by 5 

ſettlement with his creditors, or otherwiſe, 
regain poſſeſſion of the Theatre, he ſhall be 
bound and obliged to communicate the ſame 
to the joint concern, upon receiving L. 500 
a-year rent for the two Theatres of Edin- 
burgh and Glaſgow, or ſuch greater ſum, as 
ſhall be fixed on by his Grace the Duke of 
Hamilton, and the Right Honourable Henry 
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GRSERVATIONS, NR 


Hear: is a ſtretch of power, avec to 


my humble conception, totally inconſiſtent 
with law. It is no leſs, than the wreſting 
by violence, L. 500 a- year, out * che e 
of the aer. „„ | 5 


T Is is alſo In direct violation of the 1 


mer part of this very fifth article, which ſays, 
that the parties ſhall continue © preciſely up- 
on the ſame footing as the preſent year.” 


Now to be ' preciſely upon the ſame footing, they 
muſt enter upon the ſame terms; that is, a 
tack of the Theatres at L. 1200 a- year rent. 


. Or they muſt be put up to roup, and fetch 
what they will bring. If the parties then 
become tackſmen, they will enter upon the 
ſame qui terms, 


| Taz ws of his Gloves the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, or the Right Honourable Mr Dundas, 
becoming arbiters, or aſſeſſors, of the rent of 


a Theatre, is inconſiſtent. They never would 
ſtep forward by a ſtrong hand, to deprive a 
ſet of creditors from making the moſt of an 


bu 


1ͤ;Xͤ˙ 


» 
F 
*'4 
— 
* 
1 
«& 
KA 
bs... 
o 
— 
% 
* 
- 
# 
4 
1 
- 5 
E 
* 
> 
n 
* 
is 
17 
i 
« 
* * 
„ 
* 
4 
— 
# 
z 
— 
8 
* 7 


- 


** . 
FR * 
* 4 
# 
- 
z 
— 
* 
2 K 
fu g 
Ly 
o 
» 
7 
A 8 
3 


* 
2. 
* — - 
* 
- 
* 
= 


" 
5 
— 
. 
. * 
A 
4 
1 ww 
— 
5 
* 
* 
* 
” 
” 
” 
y 
” 
* 
ty 
6 


— 


— 


DECREET. AR BITT RAT. 


(8) 


0BSERVATIONS. . 


: 


eſtate veſted in chem or to prevent the ſure- 
ties from making 7 their obligations, by 
getting the ſame rent for a property, which 
it formerly brought; or at leaſt, ; as much as 


it would fairly and openly fetch. 


Tu 18 article is likewiſe beyond meaſure 


ultra vires, as never 10 much as hinted at in 


the miſſive, and conſequently totally out of 


the queſtion. It is alſo obviouſly unequal. 


The ſum, which it muſt coſt Mr Jackſon | 


to regain poſſeſſion of his property, will a- 
mount to L. 7000. Of this, by the decreet-ar- 


bitral, he is to give Mr Kemble the one half. 


Now ſuppoſe the Theatre was to be ſold, 
and Mr Kemble ſhould become the purchaſ- 
er, is there any clauſe in the decreet-arbitral, 


that ſhall compel Mr Kemble to participate 
to Mr Jackſon, the one half of the property ? 


Where then can be the equality, or the impar- | 


tiality, of this part of the decreet- arbitral? 
L. STIR 


"Þ 


- 
& * 
. 
3 


n Wr — P 
1 * 


2 


— - 


4 
2 —— * * — Ae Vw — — — 2 — — 


1. PPP —Bͤ̃ͤͤͤ w0“ 


E 


des as » abr 


„ 


DECREE T-4AR BITRAL. 
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* SIXT. HLY. Finds, that it ſhall not be com- | 
petent to the perſon refuſing to bid for, or 
become leſſee of the Theatre, in oppoſition to 
the party willing. And repeats, in caſe the 
ſaid ]. Jackſon regain poſſeſſion of the Thea * 
tre, and refuſes to obtemper this decreed” 
arbitral, he ſhall be bound and obliged to 

let the ſame to the ſaid S. Kemble, for a rent 
of L. 500 a-year, till he ſhall chuſe to take a 
| 255 concern with him. 


2 DEN MT. — LN and ordains che 


party refuſing to pay a fine of L. 500 Sterl- 
| ing, by and attour r performance. 


X 


9 38 2 * fifth c count. 
— —_ 
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* 
OR FATIONS.. 


- SIXTHLY. Thisis rendered — as 
the Theatre is let, and © therefore be 
hd eee The latter 
part of this article is anſwered in * objections 


 SEVENTHLY. It is left to the learned in 
the law to determine, how far a penalty is here 
competent, as no ſuch thing is mentioned in 
the miſſive; and, if conſiſtent with the agree- 
ment, on which fide ſhould the forfeit be 
levied? ſhall it be upon him who has been 

forcibly thruſt out of the concern, and de- 
prived of every participation of advantage 
' reſulting therefrom? or upon the one Who 
has enjoyed the whole emoluments of the 
ſeaſon, without the ſmalleſt hinderance or 
moleſtation from the injured party? 1 


Ir 


0 86 y 
Ir ſhould — 5 be obſerved, that he EY 


material part of the agreement in the niſive, 
is never hinted at in the decrect-arbitral, vis. 
That the profits ſhall be divided weekly. 


No proviſion is made for, or che * notice 


taken of this clauſe. 


Ap although, by Mr Kemble! WI 1 1 
of the agreement, drawn up by his own may - 


of buſineſs, and by his own particular order, 


eight pounds a-week, and two clear Rb” 
were to have been enjoyed by Mr Jackſon, 
. ſo as to have placed him upon terms of equa- 
lity with Mr Kemble ; yet, deprived of theſe 
advantages, which, the benefits particularly 


in his fituation, could not have been of very 


inconſiderable import, no recompence, not 
the ſmalleſt acknowledgement, or reſtitution, | 
is allowed, or the leaſt notice taken of theſe 
deprivations or loſſes by. the arbiter. // Can 
this award be deemed rational or reciprocal? | 


Ir ſhort, the Honourable Arbiter, inſtead 


of deciding upon the joint miſſives, between 


the parties concerned, has formed an EN TI XE 


New, AGREEMENT, compoſed of articles never 
ſo much as dreamt of by them at the time of 


exchanging thoſe miſſives; and which, thro' 
its whole tenor, bears not the ſmalleſt ſimili- 


tude to the true ſpirit of the original contract. 


* 


4 


Ox a reperuſal of the foregoing ſheets, I 
find it expedient to ſubjoin a few Pages, 
not only by way of explanation, but alſo 
to add freſh matter, which had either eſcap- 


ed my attention, or had not ſooner come to 
my knowledge. In my firſt addreſs to the 
Dean of Faculty, I mentioned Mrs Atchmet; 


concerning whom, as the buſineſs had been 


diſcuſſed before the arbiter, and as my obſer= 
vations to him on that occaſion were intend- _ 
ed for his peruſal only, the paſſage, to a gene- 


ral reader, muſt therefore appear ſomewhat 


_ obſcure, and conſequently demands an ex- 


| planation. | 


Ar che time of my agreement with: Mr 


4 [ * £ 
% 4 4 
1 E 

e ee on» oo ig = — 
* * "Iu N e 4 

8 mT 
- + 7 

1 f 4x 

s . : v3 


bo : 2 b x g : 
8 5 A q : 3% 4 2 
* 1 2 "3 * 5 . * 
* . i DTS a 
1 £7 89 ＋ * of 0 þ 4 
4 44-7 | * : 
. No 8 4 : 3 6 
_ * 1 „ E u * =” * 
* * % * * * 2 4 * 
: 
* 1 


"EXPLANATORY REMARKS., 


6 2 2 Po, 
— —ͤ 


Mar Abu. , ev * — — © <ul> oh Afi. 2 3 . — b 2 
- _ 7 — 9 . 1 * 
„ ö "C: 7 N 
* . 5 as = * —— — — . — — 
r ˙ A = or oo eo : na 


= — 
234 ww - 


4 N N 4 1 1 A 
x K SE >, 3+.) 17 SS 
2 ah > o'r : eee 
"Rp * Le = . 
e 7 „ "My 3 Wy. 
<p. x — « 5 98 2 
—_ 


1 5 5 
3 9 
. . \ 
* , 


- N 
* 


* 
1 Es aa & th, RY ER Ts . 
e 
7 
1 1 9 
1 „5 . 4 
o 45 1 1 
* * N , E. 
# ; ; 2 2 
* 5 Vo 
i * Fg 


-( 88) 


- Kemble, among the performers engaged to me | 
for the ſeaſon, I mentioned Mrs Atchmet. 


I told him that ſhe was not in articles, 
for reaſons J particularly mentioned, and 


which have been already explained ; but that 
I looked upon her being with me as a 
certainty. Mr Kemble enquired ] Mrs Atch- ' 
met's ſalary. I told him I had propoſed four 


pounds a-week. He replied, it was too much, 


75 Ar our firſt interview with” the arbiter, 2 
ben every thing ſeemed to be in a fair 
1 * of enen Mr Kemble unespee- 
- | __ 
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and & hoped in God ſhe would not come; 
for, ſays he, © ſhe is exactly in Mrs Kemble's 
and Mrs Whitlock's way, and what ſhall we 

do with her?” It was agreed upon, that I 
ſhould write, and give him the earlieſt in- 
timation of her reſolves, I did fo. My let- 

ter informed him, chat ſhe thought the falary 
100 little. I added, meaning thereby that he 
might have an opportunity, if he choſe it, of 
making her a farther offer, ſbe was at Shrew/*- 
bury; and, in the inſtant, I was not a little 
Pleaſed that T had it in my power to re- 
eve him from an engagement he then deem- | 
Se gta W - 
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redly, and, I am Lure, very WY, laid to | 
my charge the weakneſs.of his then com- 


panpy, aflirming, that in a letter to him at 
Sbeffield, which he would produce in 5, 
an hour, 1 had exprelly declared, that Mrs 
Atchmet was engaged. I pointedly, denied 
the aſſertion. The Dean at the time thought 
the matter of ſuch _ conſequence, as to ad- 
journ the meeting, and to give a written 
order that the letters reſpecting Mrs Atchmet 


ſhould be produced by both parties. - . I'coms © 


pled. Mr Kemble did not. The charge 
therefore which he had thought proper at 


that period to alledge againſt me, was not 


ſubſtantiated; and the blame for any defici- 


ency in the company of 1792, yt conſe- | 


ae be all big o 


5 Mr not 3 to \ the terms af Mr Bit. 
ſet's ſcroll, as altered from the original miſ- 


| five, was not becauſe I wiſhed to interfere in 
the ſtage management for the ſeaſon ; that I 
had by choice declined, having. occaſion. to 


attend to matters. of another nature. My 


_ objection was founded upon very different 


eee z it , 88 1 could not bing. 
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lf to conſent to a W of A Tever- . 
_ Gonary ed of conſiderable value. 55 


Tur property of a ee divided into 
ſhares, with the right of management tacked 
only to one, that individual ſhare, ſo ad- 


vantaged, becomes of infinitely more value 


than any of the others. Few theatrical peo- ' 
ple would with to embark in a ſcheme where 
they could have no ſway in the conduct of 

it; and where their money muſt be e NE | 
19 80 the caprice of another. 


S hs wh aiſle of the Ala of the above 
reaſo. ing, I ſhall beg leave to obſerve, that 
when Mr Colman retired from the manage- 
ment of Covent Garden Theatre, the quarter 
ſhares, of which he poſſeſſed one, were eſti- 
mated at about L. 1 5, ooo each. But the right | 
of management, being an appendage by an 
original contract to Mr Colman's e n 
conſequently ſold for more than L. 20, 000. If 
my information was correct at the 1 . 
Wann the purchaſe was LE. 1 nga | 


Br als dane rule, che . property 1 


Edinburgh, being divided into halves, and the | 
| _ right 


62 ) 
EATS of management arcactivd's to one of Hays, 


that half, ſo circumſtanced, will be of courſe, 
at leaſt one third more valuable than the 
other. The idea, therefore, that I, who was 


ſo well acquainted with theatrical matters, 


ſhould run with my eyes open into ſo ruin- 
ous a meaſure, can only be equalled in abſur- 
dity, by holding out, that when I was going 
36 er n 1 Pe tor i aA NS” 


rent of a houſe, I was bargaining to alienate 


the one half of the property, and Mn : 


of myſelf and family, for ever. 5 
p * — * OP lus appella Ke 


| by either myſelf or Mr Kemble, at the time 


of exchanging the miſſives; nor had I heard 
the leaſt ſuggeſtion of ſo extraordinary a a 
claim, at the time I addreſſed my two letters 


to the arbiter ; the ſubject, of courſe, was not 
mentioned in either of them; nor till the 


purport of the decreet was intimated, had I 


the leaſt notion that ſuch an extravagant 
idea could be ſtarted; and therefore had 


no previous PE of NG. the 
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Ir will be neceſſary, before I take leave of 
the ſubject, to appriſe the reader, that while 
my affairs with my creditors remained un- 
ſettled, Mr Kemble, who had contrived to 


mae Himſelf ſole in the leaſe, invariably ob- 


jected to my having any concern with him; 


but no ſooner had I ſettled the compoſition, 


and had a proſpect of regaining poſſeſſion of 


my property, than he began to change his one. 
He then conſented to allow me to become 
à partner with him, on certain conditions, 


in the p, feaſon, provided I would give up 


to him one half of n property for ever. Is it 


poſſible for any impartial reader to blame me 


For declining a e o —_— un- 


* 


Wan my — og was : Mr 


_ Kemble uſed every effort in his power to pre. 


vent it; and when he was at laſt informed, 
that, contrary to his expectations, it was com- 


8 pleted, he exclaimed, I could never have 


thought it: That is the worſt news T have 
| heard ſince I came to «Edinburgh »; if Ep 
+ - RBADER, 


(2 . 11 is 88 that when Mr Kemble, with his uſual liberality: 
and candour, made this very Chriſtian- like declaration, he had 


not the ſmalleſt idea of poſſeſſing a claim upon my property. 


e 


4 f «> 
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AxADER, COMMENT UPON THAT! 
Tu worſt news that Mr Kemble had heard 
0 Aue he came to Edinburgh was, that a man 


in misfortunes ſhould be able to compromiſe 
with his creditors, and retain bread for his 


children. To a mind, ſuſceptible of ſo un- 
charitable an idea, I ſhould recommend the 
* lines of a great port + •— 


200 Ne'er be elated, 5 one ws opprefo'ly 55 
” Never as while another's bleſs'd. * 


. Rave ES) 13 tina Lally Circu- 


| lated, that the leaſe of the Theatre, for * 


preſent year, had been privately let, to Mrs 


Eſten, with an intention to diſappoint Mr Kem- 
Ble's right, under the decreet- arbitral; and 


that I had ſtipulated a participation of the 


profits under that leaſe, in the ſame manner 
” : y | | a8 


His views of equalization had not at that period been ſo far 
advanced. From November 2. the day the miſſives were ex- 

changed, to March 16. when he was pleaſed to make that fin- 
gular declaration, was a ſpace of fourteen weeks, during all 


which time Mr Kemble had not embibed the new light of an 


equal participation. He would otherwiſe have exclaimed, with 
_ propriety, © That is the 5% news I have heard !” For ſoit 
muſt have been, if my agreement had obliged me to divide the 
| * , us. 
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& 1 ſhould have been entitled to POS him, 


had he fulfilled his agreement with me; 


I findir neceſſary, in explaining my tranſ- 

actions with Mr Kemble, to contradict thofe 

reports; and, by permiſſion of the truſtee, to 
recount the circumſtances attending Mrs 
Eſten's leaſe, in which I have no intereſt or 
concern whatever, farther than the adv an- 
tage which may reſult from the rent, after 


the 9 oomn to Fanny creditors ſhall be a- 
tisfied. 


+ S 
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I HALL candidly confeſs, that the principles 


{of the decreet appeared to me ſo very different 


from the intention of the original agreement, 


that I had determined to have no concern in 
a future leaſe of the Theatre, rather than be 
involved in a partnerſhip, upon terms ſo very | 

- unequal, and from which I plainly foreſaw the 5 
moſt ruinous conſequences; and this my in- 
tention, as the reader has been informed, | 

I communicated both to the arbiter and Mr 


"Kemble, before the decree was iſſued ; at the 


fame time, I muſt declare, that had it been in 

my power, which it was not, I would not 

have uſed any intereſt to prevent his getting, : 
_the 5 as che 33 27 bidder ; at an inferior 

| rent, 


0 „ 


rent, I certain] y ſhould. For whateves my 
private opinion of Mr Kemble's mode of act. 
ing might be, my own, and my family's in- 
tereſt, was interwoven with that of my credi- 
tors; and it is obvious, the higher the rent, 
the ſooner theſe would be _ and thoſs c once 

more * for. 5 e i | 


In my TER ws before the time for 
letting a new leaſe, he was offered the Theatre 
for one or, I believe, for two years, at the 
ſame rent; but for reaſons not then ee 
he declined the propoſal, _ 


Ir appeared, that by RR induſtri- 8 
ouſly circulated in the London papers, where 
a competition for a leaſeof the Theatre was only 

to be expected, that effectual meafures had 
been uſed to prevent any theatrical perſon 
from offering, provided a public ſale had 
taken place; and from what afterwards hap- 
pened, it was evident that Mr Kemble had 
formed a plan to procure the leaſe at a rent of 
L. 500: or at leaſt, that the holders of the patent 
ſhould fixthe rent, inſtead of allowing the Thea- 
tres, like any other property, to bring a fair 
Price in the market; a plan which Mr Kem- 


8 x 7 96. 3 8 
c bie had no title to infiſt upon, more than a any 
other perſon whatſoever ;| and which, I have 
no doubt, from the N Papers, will * 
I ee e | 


S 15 a general meeting of PRA held os | 
3 10 of July laſt, theſe facts were ſtated, when 


. _"thetruſtees were authoriſedto let the Theatres, 


IP either by public roup or private bargain, as - 
- they ſhould judge neceſſary; and at this meet- 
ang Mr. Kemble! agent was preſent. The 
| amediately advertiſed in the differ- 
ent Edinburgh papers, a in ſome of thoſe 1 in 
nn. 


N HE EL TER having newly no offer from 
Mr Kemble, entered into an agreement with 
Mrs Eſten; and the report of their conduct 
Was communicared to the creditors, at a meet- 
ingcalledfor that purpole, on the 3d of Septem- 

ber, where a memorial, containing a ſtatement. 
of the e was laid before theng®,.. 5 


* 


Tur A rx er 3 this me- 
morial, with every objection that Mr Kem- 


ble 4 agent could e e of the 
pro- 
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5 CE 7 0 
ES. of Eile truſtees, and — 
chem to carry the tranſaction into effect; d 
publiſh their approbation in the newſpapers, - 
and to tranſmit a memorial of the caſe to the 
Duke of Hamilton and the Right Honourable 
Mr 0 as holders of the PORN | 


: „ 
1 12 . 


4 17 
| 

ö 

| ö 
1 

4 
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-_ 1 0 W So proper to res tha . =P 
that the Duke gave a direct conſent to the 
leaſe, and Mr Dundas, the other truſtee, 
has declared in writing, JF he will not initer- 
fere 1 in the Matter on x the preſent ocean 5 


"Tas reader will not probably be inclined 
to believe, that Mr Kemble could form ſo 
wild a ſcheme, as that of compelling a body 

pol creditors to accept of a rent which was = 
_ Inadequate to the value of the ſubject, from f 
| which they were to expe payment, and, of 
_ courſe, to inrich himſelf at their expence. 
9 1 55 Tat he, however, did fo, appears from his . 
letter to the truſtees, whoſe, reply, for the 
reaſons there ſtated, put a dir t * Re 
: on It. 3 * 2 5 2 3 


A : 
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1 WE requeſt d he IE to mt whe- | 8 0 1 
. the truſtee, 3 in juſtice to the truft repoſ- . | 
+ wy; By, r i 
e e on 


* 
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1 
edi in him, could have acted otherwiie. I muſt 
certainly have deemed his conduct highly 


reprehenſible, had he accepted of L. 00 from | 
any perſon whatſoever, when he could have 
* procured L. 1000. And I can hardly ſuppoſe 


there is a ſingle creditor, or a diſintereſted in- 
dividual among the world at large, that would 
diſſent from this opinion. 


WnzrTuze Mr Kemble's claim intitles him 


to the ſupport of the public, in pretending to 
open a Theatre, in oppoſition to that eſtabli- 
| ſhed by law, which has ſerved for the enter- 
tainment of this metropohs for almoſt thirty 


years, and which he has publickly adver- 


tiſed his intention of doing, contrary to the 
exiſting laws of the kingdom, L leave to the 
: reader's determination. In order to be en- 
abled to'decide upon the ſubject with preci- 
fon, I am humbly: of opinion, that I cannot 
conclude the preſent ſubject better, than by 
PE before the public an abſtract of the 
tations in Scotland. 


tes'relating to theatrical repreſen- 


SrarurE, 12th eren ANNE, 


— Exrizzzy, te An act for the more ellectual 
_ puniſhing 


0 99 2 
5 puniſhing rogues, ragabonds Qurdy-beggars, 
5 and Wants. 


. Tur all per ſons pretending themſelves 
xa. to be patent-gatherers, or collectors for priſons, 


goals or hoſpitals, and wandering abroad for 


that purpoſe; all fencers, bear- wards, com- 


mon players of inter ludes, minſtrels, jugglers, 


&c. &c. ſhall be deemed rogues and vaga- 
| bonds.“ 


| ** Tu AT any pe NES TR” as a rogue 
or a vagabond, may, if che juſtice or juſtices 
think proper, be ordered to be ſtripped nak- 
ed from the middle, and openly whipped, 


until his or her body be bloody ; or may be 


ſent to the houſe of correction, there to be 
kept at hard labour; or to the common goal 
of the ſaid county, there to remain until the 


next quaiter ſeſſion, to be holden for the ſaid 


capa i 8 


- 4 WnꝭRIâs, by an act of parliament made 
in the twelfth year of her late majeſty Queen 


Anne, it was FO. “ That all perſons pre- 
pf Ps en tending 


10th Gron II. February 1. 1736. 
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ment in the place, where the ſame ſhall be 


ieee - 
* N | t 


E tending themſelves to be patent-gatherers, or | 
collectors for priſons, goals, or hoſpitals ; xt + 


= - -_- 


fencers, bear-wards, common players of in- 
- terludes, and other perſons therein named 
and expreſſed, ſhall be deemed Ine and. 


vagabonds. | 


« bs wheres ſome doubts have ariſen, . 
concerning ſo much of the {aid act as relates 
to common players of interludes ; now, for ex- 
_  plaining and amending the ſame, be it de- 
clared and enacted, that from and after the 
24th day of June 1737, any perſon who ſhall 


for hare, gain, or reward, act, repreſent, or 5 ä 


perform, or cauſe to be acted, repreſented, or 


performed, any interlude, tragedy, aer 


opera, play, farce, or other entertainment of 
the ſtage, or any be fe in caſe | 


Pg ö = 


ſuch -perſon ſhall not have any legal ſe 


acted, repreſented or performed, without au- 


thority, by virtue of letters patent from his 


Majeſty, or a licence from the Lord Cham- 
berlain, ſhall be deemed a rogue and a vaga- 


bond, and ſhall be liable to all ſuch penalties 
and * as are ee by the ſaid 
act. 


e a, 0 ASS 


* 


5 40 ) 


'u Anp bei it further enacted, that if any 
boron having, or not having, a Jegal ſettlement 

as aforeſaid, ſhall, for hire, gain,” or reward, 
act, repreſent, or perform, or tauſe to be per- 
formed, &c. Every ſuch perſon ſhall, for ſuch 
offence, forfeit the ſum of fiſty pounds. And, 
in caſe the fifty pounds be paid, ſuch offender 
ſhall not, for the ſame offence, ſuffer any of 
the mga or . . by the: Tang 
* a | 


*. 4 for e „ in ER part | 
af Great Britain, called Scotland, by action of 
ſummary complaint before the Court of Seſ- 
ſion or Juſticiary there; or for offences com- 
mitted in any part of Great Britain, in a ſum- 
mary way, before two: juſtices ok the peace, 
for any county or place” where the offence 
ſhall be committed; by the oath or oaths of 
one or more witneſſes, to be levied by diſtreſs, 
the overplus to be returned; and for want 
of effects, to be put to the hone of correction, 
or county goal, to hard labour, for any time 
not exceeding fix months: one half of the 
penalty to the e the * to the poor 
of the pra | | 
BEE « Arp, 
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oth Gronor It. * 27. 


e Anp, whereas a licenced TUCT VOY is ah 
| wantedinthatpartof theunitedkingdom called 


Scotland, be it therefore further enacted, That 


it ſhall and may * lawful to his Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, to grant letters patent, 


| for eſtabliſhing a theatre or play-houſe in the 
city of Edinburgh, or ſuburbs thereof, which 


ſhall be intitled to all the privileges, and ſub- 


Fs jected to all the regulations to which any 
theatre or play-houſe in Great Britain is in- 
f 25058 420 --- 106g . 


Anno. 281} Groxon m. 1786. 


* Ar act to enable juſtices of the peace to 
licence theatrical repreſentations occaſionally, 


n the reſtritions 3 eee 


— Tuar! it ſhall and hay be lawful 3 
the juſtices of the peace of any county, to grant 
a licence for the performance of ſuch tragedies, 


Ons + i operas, ON or —_— 


4 5 


ebe original patent was gram September 2. 1767, 2d 
n Od ober 18. 1788. . 
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ee 


as now are, or hereafter ſhall be ated, per- 


formed, or repreſented, at either of the patent 


or licenced theatres in the city of Weſtminſter, 
or as ſhall, in the manner preſcribed by law, 


have been ſubmitted to the inſpection of the 
Lord Chamberlain, ſo as ſuch place be not 


within twenty miles of the cities of Lonwon, 
 Weſiminſter, or Edinburgh.” 
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APPENDIX 
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No. I. 
2 PL” 3. 792. 
* E M OR IAL 


FOR THE 


CREDITORS of Joun JACKSON, at 1 2 
RET” held on x the 3d day of SO” 


Mx PLAYFAIR, 61 himſelf. and the other taſk 
tee, ſtated to the meeting, that, in conſequence of 
the reſolution of the laſt general meeting, the truſ- 
tees had immediately inſerted advertiſements in the 
Edinburgh and London newſpapers, bearing, that 
the Edinburgh and e Theatres were to be let 
by private bargain *. 


THAT, previous to theſe - offers 


had been made for a leaſe of the Theatres, at a very 


reſpectable rent, from two different quarters: Thar, 

antecedent alſo to theſe advertiſements, and previous 

to the 95 meeting, he, in order to know the i inten- 
ä a tions 


1 The meeting was | held 21 July, and the There. were 
| advertiſed 24th July. 


(1% 


tions of Mr Kemble, the preſent leſſee, aid, in a con- 
verſation wi: h him, offer to give him a leaſe for 
another year, or even for two, at the * rent, 
Which Mr Kemble declined. 

Tzar Mr Playfair, about the time of the laſt 
meeting, diſcovered, that Mr Kemble had formed a 
reſolution to uſe every means in his power, to prevent 


citerers from coming forward for the Theatres, and 


by that -means, to get them for himſelf, at the low 
rent of L.500 Sterling. Thar, with this view, para- 
graphs were inſerted in the London newſpapers, and 
induſtriouſiy circulated, importing that Mr. Kemble 
bad got a perpetual right to half the property, and to 
the ſole management, by a deciſion of the Dean of 
Faculty; particularly, a paragraph to this effect, which 
appeared in the Star, and other London papers, 
at the very time 2 the Theatres were advertiſed 
Here *. | 
| *ALTHoOVGH no deciſion . che FE a ſcales. 
2 a private diſpute between Mr Jackſon and Mr 
EKemble, could affect the rights and intereſts of the 
creditors, or of tHe gentlemen who ſtood forward 


as ſureties for the compoſition payable to them; 
yet it became neceſſary to counteract and diſappoint 


| the effects of theſe reports, otherwiſe there would 
have remained no competitors to bid for the Thea- 


I tres, and Mr Kemble would have got the 1 8 5 at 


au rent he „ 1 4 


= 5 See No. 1V. and V. 


5 


4 


cd an agreement with Mrs Eſten“, containing a pro- 


Duke of Hamilton and Mr Dundas. The Duke 


| agent for Mr Kemble, wrote a letter to Mr King, the 


upon by the Duke of Hamilton and Mr Dundas. The 
letter is here referred to f. Alſo the anſwer by Mr 
Play fair on his return. This letter contains concluſive 


= and that he and his adviſers conſidered, that the in- 


as an inſtrument to compell the See to come 


E 10 * 


Ir was impoſſible to obviate theſe bebe 
without an interview with the perſons who were 
to take the leaſe. With that view, Mr Playfair 
went to London, and after ſomenegotiation, conclud- 


viſion, that the conſent of the holders of the patent, | 
or permiſſion to act under it, ſhould be procured, 
agreeable to the minutes of the meeting. In order 
to obtain this, applications have been made to the 


has given his conſent, but Mr Dundas has not 1 
returned any anſwer. 1 F 
In Mr Playfair's abſence, Mr James Gibſon, as 


other truſtee, offering a rent of L. 560 Sterling, for 
the Theatres, or ſuch other rent as ſhould be fixed 


evidence of the plan which Mr Kemble had laid 
down, of obtaining the Theatres at an under- value, 


. fluence of the holders of the patent might be uſed 


into that meaſure. 

Tus truſtees have too high? an opinion of the ho- 
nour and candour of the Noble Duke, and the 
sb. Honourable Gentleman, i in whoſe names the 

„ eo patent 
* 10th Auguſt 1792. | 


| + His anſwer has ſince been received, ſee page 97- 
| ＋ See page 110. No. II. 


patent is held, to ſuppoſe that they could lend their 
influence to a meaſure ſo obviouſly unjuſt, and 
which would ſo effectually i injure the private rights 
and property of every individual connected with 
> | the Theatre. Beſides, that every property is fairly 
A worth to its proprietor, what it will bring in the 
public market, it is eaſy to ſhow, that the rent | 
- propoſed is altogether inadequate for the two (1 
Theatres; and that the attempt made by Mr Kemble, | 
0 compel the creditors to give it at that rent, is 
therefore highly unjuſt, 5 | 
* TwzenTy years ago, the Theatre of Edinburgh 
alone was let for five hundred guineas a-year, when es 
1 it had neither ſcenery nor decorations to half its 1 
4 preſent value. As the town is increaſed, and of 
=  _ courſe, the demand for theatrical amuſements, a 
#3 higher rent may now be given than twenty years | 
Ago, other matters remaining on an equal footing, 4 — 
"Beſides that, ſurely the Glaſgow Theatre, which 
coſt Mr Jackſon more than L. 2000 Sterling, . 1 
worth ſome rent. | a 
Mx Jackson can eaſily inſtrucl, chat the Theatre, 
ds it now ſtands, has coſt him not leſs than L. 7000 
Sterling; that to keep the fabric, the ſcenery, ward- 
robe, &c. i in proper repair, coſt him hitherto, an- 
| nally, not leſs than L. 300 Sterling ; ; and as theſe 
muſt be {till kept in repair, it is ſubmitted, that a rent 
o L. 1000 re} is s more than an adequate 
recompenſe 


| 
= | 
| 
| 
| 
s 
[| 


*, { 


„ 
| recompenſc for the ſums laid out ; and that the iden 
of its being an unreaſonable burden impoſed upon 
the public amuſements of the city, is without founs« 
dation. The truſteesare confident, that if theſe facts 
are ſtated to the holders of the patent, they will not 
refuſe their conſent. It is therefore propoſed, 
that this meeting ſhall approve of the tranſaction 
g 5 made by Mr Playfair with Mrs Eſten, and appoiut 
the ſame to be carried into effect; and alſo authoriſe 
the truſtees to ſtate the facts above mentioned 1 in 4 
memorial to the holders of the patent. 
Ir was further ſtated, that ſince the buſineſs of 
letting the Theatres to Mrs Eſten became public, the 
15 ſupporters of Mr Kemble had, by paragraphs in the 
newſpapers, and otherwiſe, attempted to call in queſ. 
tion her right to the leaſe, as well as that of the cre- 
ditors to grant it. How far a conſpiracy of this ſort 
| might deſerve public proſecution and puniſhment, 
might be a matter for futurcdeliberation. Ar preſent, 
it was fubmitted, that the creditors ought, in juſtice 
to themſelves, to authoriſe an advertiſement to - © > 
be put into the London and Edinburgh newſpapers, 8 : 1 
by their authority, expreſſive of the circumſtances 3 
and facts of their having let the Theatres as before _ 
recited. | os "= 385 ht 
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Edinburgh, 105 Aug 1792. 
Sin, 5 5 . 


Ox the part of Mr Stephen Kemble, manager 
of he Theatre Royal, Newcaſtle, I hereby make ; 
offer to you, as one of the truſtees on the eſtate of 
Mr John Jackſon, of the ſum of five hundred pounds 


Sterling, for a leaſe for one year, from the 2d 


day of November next, of the Theatres of Edin- 

burgh and Glaſgow. Mr Kemble will, beſides the 

_ * above ſum, pay the whole public burdens due from 
both Theatres. 


Ox Mr Kemble - will pay fack rent as s ſhall _ 


fixed by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton, and the 


Right Honourable Henry Dundas, the patentees. 


i He will find unexceptionable ſecurity for perfor- 


mance of his engagements; and if the truſtees chuſe | 
it, he will extend the leaſe to ſuch longer period 


; ef time as they ſhall ſettle with him. Iam, 


75 
Sin, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


JAMES GIBSON, 


1 Mr 2 King, « accomplant in Edinburgh. 
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No, III. 


SIR, | 
You letter, addreſſed to Mr King, dated the roth 
of Auguſt 1792, was ſent by him to me this day, 
containing an offer of L. 500. | 
Tux offer is altogether inadequate, nd at what- 
ever period it had been 'made, it would not have 
been accepted. It is now, however, two late, as 


have agreed proviſionally to let the Theatre for 
IL. 1000 to Mrs Eſten, in conſequence of the 


powers from the laſt meeting of creditors. 
For your delay in not offering, you can only 
blame yourſelf; as I told you in Princes-ſtreer, a day 


or two aſter the Theatres were advertiſed, that 


1 had offers, which would be accepted of, if Mr 
Kemble did not come forward in time. 

As to the offer being in any reſpect deaths 
your knowledge in the buſineſs, when acting for 


” the former truſtee, muſt ſatisfy you to the contrary. 


LasT year, you did not heſitate to declare, chat 
you would ſhut up the Theatre, rather than take ſuch 
a rent, or allow any perſons whatever to control 
the rent. What reaſon there i is for altering your opi- 


nion Th hos ann this year, you can beſt han 
| "As 


x 112 'L . 

As to a 1 of the rent to the Duke of 
Hamilton and Mr Dundas, had you made ſuch a 
propoſal at the meeting of creditors, you would 
have known their ſentiments. Although I enter- 
tain a very great reſpect for the Noble Duke and 
Mr Dundas, I ſhould doubt how far a reference 

would be a proper mode of diſpoſing of the proper 
ty of creditors; and I am confident, that neither of _ 
them would inline 1 to enter into ſuch a buſineſs. "I 
I am, &c, 


| ROBERT 1 PLAYFAIR. 
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| ' EDINBURGH THEATRICALS. 


Taz conteſt for manager of this Theatre WG 
laſt ended. On Wedneſday the 18th inſtant, he. © 
Dean of Faculty ſettled it thus: That Mr Kemble, 1 
who this year rents the Theatres of the creditors of | 

1 Mr Jackſon, the late manager, at the enormous rent 7 
= * _ of L. 1360, is to pay Mr Jackſon half the profits 1 
4 5 ariſing this ſeaſon; and every other ſeaſon after, Mx | 

1 * , Kemble is to be proprietor with Jackſon, and ſole 
1 manager, for which be is to be allowed a ſalary 
out of the proſits; and that . to he hereaſrer 
el by the Dean of * 


I | 


1 Ar 


(* 113 95 


5 firlt fight, it may appear not equitable that 
Mx Kemble ſhould give Jackſon half the profits of 
this year, after hazarding ſo large a ſum for the 
5 rent. It is thus explained: Subſequent to Mr 
'  Kemble's taking the Theatre, he made Jackſon a 
voluntary offer of half the concern, provided Jack- 
ſon found ſecurity for his part of the rent. This 
Jackſon accepted, but did not produce that ſecurity 
which Kemble approved. This matter was left to 
the deciſion of the Dean of Faculty, which he de- 


| wa armor as above. 


Vw r 

3 conſiderabie profits : So, though Kemble gives up 

533 * the half of theſe profits, he has got in return half 
bod the property, while Jackſon has any concern in 

Sw 7 it. This ſpeculation, therefore, has been ultimately 

good. . 

Jacxs0N has too long ſuppreſſed the public enter- 

tainment. The whole of- his conduct has appeared in- 


explicable, though he has held the T heatres for . 
eleven years. 


Argus, 28th July 1792. | 


The decreet-arbitral was not ifſued till Auguſt gth, but 
the purport of it was thus anticipated in the above advertiſe- 
ment, which was inſerted by an intimate of Mr Kemble's, 

who confeſſed that he did it te prevent bidders, of which I hall 
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other Perſon ſhall have the Houſe; 


this threat. 5 nate | 
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Tenn writes, chat tee is ſafe in the Edinburgh 
Theatre that the Dean of Faculty aſſures him no 
8 
Company ſhould open another, he will commit them, 
to priſon for furdy vagrants and vagabonds,—They 
© who therefore engage here, will do well to conſider 
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There were a variety of other advertiſements in 
- the different papers in London, to the fame pur- 
port, the contents of which were MALICIOUS, . 
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READY FOR PUBLICATION NA WENN. 
m wuten WILL BE macau 


LISTS or PERFORMERS 
= FR os Fog Ten Years Pair 


A VARIETY OF STAGE ARCANA AND INCIDENTS 


DURING THAT PERIOD; 
NOW FIRST MADE PUBLIC; 


mm WHICH 


The Conduct of the Author, as Performer and N anager 8 oh f | 
For Thirty Years paſt, is conſequently involved. 1 
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